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Abstract: This review article discusses a textbook on twentieth-century history, prepared
in collaboration between German and Russian historians. The analysis of the publication’s
content  is  set  in  a  broader  context—the  place  of  Germany  in  Russia’s  politics  of
remembrance (legislation,  historical  education).  Of particular interest are the chapters
whose caesuras are marked by the Revolution of 1917 and the end of Stalinism. The
constitutive  elements  of  the  authors’  historical  reflection,  that  are  beliefs  imposing  the
interpretation  of  events  (the  primacy  of  geopolitics,  superpower),  are  indicated.  The
polemical remarks concern both the conceptual and methodological shortcomings of the
textbook and the controversial interpretative approaches. The latter primarily concerns the
genesis of World War II and the evaluation of the Yalta order. The above historiographical
vision is contrasted with the collective memory of the national communities of Central and
Eastern Europe.

Reprinted from: This article was originally published under the title “Polityka historyczna
Rosji,  Niemcy i  niepokoje Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej.  Uwagi na marginesie rosyjsko-
niemieckiego podręcznika do historii XX w.” [Politics of Remembrance of Russia, Germany
and the Concerns of Central and Eastern Europe. Comments on the Margin of the Russian-
German History Textbook of the 20th Century] in 2020 on the website of the Centre of the
Historical Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Berlin. Corrections, additions and
updates have been added by the author in December 2020 and in April 2021.
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