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After the German occupiers established the General Governorate in
part of the occupied Polish territories, on 17 December 1939 they
appointed a  police  force  called  Polnische  Polizei  (Policja  Polska
Generalnego Gubernatorstwa, Policja Polska),1 commonly known in
Polish as the ‘Navy Blue Police’ (policja granatowa) after the colour of
their uniforms. In comparison with the pre-war State Police (Policja
Państwowa) and the police forces formed in other German-occupied
countries, its structures were considerably more limited. The Germans
did not organise command structures at levels higher than the city and
municipal police. They created the position of liaison officer at each
Distrikt level. The police stations would usually be located at the same
places where  they had been before the war.2 As a structure, the
Polnische Polizei was a police formation of the German Reich, and it
constituted a part of the German ‘order police’, the Ordnungspolizei.
The Polnische Polizei did not continue the activities of the Polish State
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Police at all, although most of the pre-war policemen were forced to
serve in it.

The tasks of the Polnische Polizei were initially no different than those
performed by the pre-war police. They concerned the maintenance of
public safety, enforcing law and order  and  containing  ordinary crime.
However, the Polnische Polizei officers were supposed – step by step –
to  implement  the German occupation policy. They were instructed to
fight the Polish Underground, to arrest and send people to  forced
labour (they also assisted in the round-ups conducted by the
gendarmerie or the Gestapo), collect the mandatory quotas of
agricultural produce, requisite livestock and respect all the ordinances
issued by the German authorities. One of the essential tasks of the
Polnische Polizei officers was to implement the German policy towards
Jews. These instructions have recently become a subject of research
and analysis by historians and researchers in related fields; therefore,
the knowledge concerning the occupation structures and the activities
of particular Polnische Polizei officers is constantly expanding.3 This
article discusses the activities of the Polnische Polizei officers based in
the Wodzisław police station (located in Jędrzejów district in Radom
province [Kreishauptmannschaft Jędrzejów, Distrikt Radom]) towards
Jews during World War II. These events will be analysed on the basis of
the minutes from a post-war trial. Some minor threads concerning this
matter have already been taken up by Jan Grabowski and Sylwia
Szymańska-Smolkin.4 The abovementioned matters were also
mentioned by Michał Nowak, a regional history enthusiast. In 2004, he
published a study on the local volunteer Fire Brigade (Ochotnicza Straż



Pożarna). He stated that the Jews from  Wodzisław  “were  first killed
by bullets fired by Vlasov soldiers (Ukrainians in German service) and
the Polnische Polizei men.” The author may have meant the
collaborative formations which were commonly – in fact erroneously –
called Vlasov soldiers. He further mentioned that Polish nationals had
secretly contributed to the deaths of Jews by “murdering Jews for profit
or out of fear of denunciation.”5 Unfortunately, the author did not
include any sources for the quoted information.
So far, the trial of two officers, Józef Machowski and Józef Klepka, who
were accused of murdering Jews during World War II among other
crimes, has not been analysed thoroughly. The trial was pending in the
Court of Appeal in Kielce at the turn of the 1950s. The trials held under
the 31 August 1944 Decree 6 had – in the reality of the Stalinist regime
in Poland – various characters and courses (many defendants tried for
other alleged crimes were also accused under the regulations of this
Decree, such as the bishop of Kielce Czesław Kaczmare 7). In some
cases, innocent persons were sentenced, or the degree of the accused
persons’ guilt was distorted.8 The text aims to analyse the trial of the
police officers in question, and to assess the judicial credibility of the
proceedings. Wodzisław is a small town located in Jędrzejów district.
Before World War II, it was inhabited by 2838 Jews, who made up
73.2% of the population.9 The German occupation authorities set up a
ghetto in Wodzisław in 1940. As a result of the deportation of Jewish
people from Jędrzejów, among other places, the number of citizens of
the ghetto rose to almost 4000.10 The prevailing conditions were
profoundly challenging, aggravated by a fire at  the end of 1940.11 As
described by Jan Grabowski: “As in so many other small ghettos, there



were no walls or fences to separate the Jews from their ‘Aryan’
neighbours. Nor were there any Germans to speak of in Wodzisław; the
forces of order were represented by the local Blue Policemen.”12 When
quoting the abovementioned source, Jan Grabowski did not notice that
the Wodzisław ghetto auxiliary police force (Jüdischer Ordnungsdienst,
JO 13) (13 men in strength) was the only substantial police force on the
spot, and its activities are virtually unknown.14

In fact, there were no other German police units present during the
German occupation of Wodzisław apart from the Polnische Polizei. The
other units were stationed in Krzelów and Lubcza, whereas only a
Polnische Polizei station was organised in Wodzisław, using the building
used by the pre-war State Police.15  Until 1943, the following
functionaries served at the station in Wodzisław:

Sergeant Władysław Buczek,16 Platoon Officer Ludwik Szczukocki,17

Corporal Władysław Wójcikiewicz,18 Corporal Wacław Malec, Police
Candidate Zdzisław Węckowski,19 Platoon Officer Józef Klepka and
Platoon Officer Józef Machowski. Buczek was the commanding officer of
the unit until February 1943. For security reasons, the Polnische Polizei
stations in Wodzisław and Nawarzyce were merged in the same year,
raising the total number of functionaries to nine.20

The scarcity of background sources makes it challenging to present a
broad view of the activities of the Polnische Polizei officers in
Wodzisław during the German occupation. One of the elements difficult
to analyse is the possible underground activity of Commandant
Buczek. It is very likely that he cooperated with the Home Army (Armia
Krajowa, AK). According to a post-war unsigned account of Kazimierz



Czech a.k.a. ‘Bielicki’, Buczek, when threatened by Germans with
arrest, escaped with his family in 1943. As he deserted, he provided
information to the Underground about the weapons stored in the
station’s attic. Ultimately, the arrest did not take place.21 After the war,
Buczek did not mention his cooperation with the Home Army, but in
1967 he testified about the circumstances of his desertion in the
following words: “In winter 1943, some head of a nearby village
ordered a Jewish woman with her child to be brought to the police
station. When I wanted to release her, a policeman named Machowski,
my subordinate, informed van der Brelie, the commander of the
gendarmerie in Jędrzejów, about it over the phone,22 and he ordered
me to shoot her. To avoid the order, I deserted from my post and hid in
Warsaw under a false name until the end of the occupation. Since then
I have had no connections with Wodzisław.”23 Another Polnische Polizei
officer from Wodzisław, Zdzisław Węckowski, was described in the AK
intelligence report as follows: “extremely zealous towards the occupier,
and the personal and trusted spy of Oberleutnant Brelie.” He was
abducted by an unknown five-member unit and hanged in 1943. The
nearby German police troops tried to stop the attackers. A pursuit was
launched, but the perpetrators were not caught. As a consequence of
Węckowski’s assassination, a large party of Schutzpolizei arrived in
Wodzisław on 1 August 1943, surrounded the whole town and gathered
the inhabitants in the market. A Schupo [Schutzpolizei] Commandant
from Krzelów gave a speech to the assembled people. He accused
them that of not being ashamed as “the bandits had stolen a
policeman.” He also demanded that the residents catch and kill the
bandits.24



The analysis of these events needs an additional focus on the two
persons charged: Józef Machowski and Józef Klepka. Machowski was
born on 19 August 1907 in Dąbrówka Niemiecka (Nowy Sącz District).
He graduated primary school and became a locksmith. Interrogated as
a suspect in 1950, he stated that he was a milkman and whey-maker
by profession. He joined the Polish State Police on 1 June 1933. Until
the outbreak of the war, according to his personal card, he served only
at the police station in Wodzisław, and he was assigned to the
Polnische Polizei on 15 December 1939.25 After 1945, Machowski
worked in Tarnów and in Rzeszów at the Samopomoc Chłopska
Cooperative.26 Klepka was born in 1896 in Mikołowice (Busko district).
After graduating from a primary school in 1910, he went to the
Dąbrowa Coal Basin, where he worked in a mine until 1914. In the
same year, he returned to his hometown of Mikołowice, where he was
employed as a lineman. He enlisted in the Polish Army in 1920 and
served in the 57th Infantry Regiment. Thereafter he joined the State
Police, and served at the police station in Brest (1 October 1923–15
March 1925) and the following stations: Sędziszów (15 March
1924–1933) and Wodzisław (1933–1 September 1939). Thereafter, he 
was assigned to the Polnische Polizei on 15 December 1939.27 On 7
October 1943, he was released from service due to health reasons and
returned to Mikołowice, where he stayed until spring 1945. After the
war he worked at the Tax Office in Busko-Zdrój as a bailiff.28 Klepka
was reinstated by the Rehabilitation and Qualification Committee for
former Polnische Polizei officers in 1946. A favourable opinion of him
was issued by the Milicja Obywatelska station (the Communist criminal
and public order police) in Wodzisław and the Municipality Office in



Wodzisław, stating that Klepka “had not been working for the
occupiers”.29

The details of Machowski’s and Klepka’s service in 1939–1942 are
unknown. Probably they performed their duties towards the Poles and
Jews in accordance with German orders. Machowski certainly
participated in the classes on price control for policemen in March
1942.30 Finally, attention should be paid to the actions taken by
Machowski and Klepka against the Jews. A proper picture of
Machowski’s attitude is given by Buczek and in the testimony of Ignacy
Zinger, according to whom Machowski behaved “brutally towards the
Jewish population. In the first years, he carried out house searches and
took the property of those people.”31 Another witness, Marian Pałasz,
claimed that in 1941 Machowski “took away the meat and other food
from the Polish and Jewish people.”32 Was he the only policeman who
acted in this way? Apparently not: on 15 February 1942 Commanding
Officer Buczek reported: “…this police station seized 30 kg of beef
from slaughter carried out in secret by Lejzor Nawarski 33 in
Wodzisław.”34 However, Machowski’s attitude visibly distinguished
itself, as he was mentioned in one of the AK’s intelligence reports as a
suspected “Gestapo agent.”35
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