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STATEMENT

This is not the first time that the President of Russia is attempting to
revive the Stalinist vision of modern history. It was created in the
communist era by combining selective interpretations of facts, half-
truths and propaganda. An image alternative to reality was
constructed. The totalitarian Soviet Union was presented as a country
of good intentions, a defender of peace and the security of nations, a
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noble conqueror of the German Reich. This kind of false vision of
history was imposed as binding not only in the USSR but also in other
countries enslaved by Moscow following World War II. At that time,
revealing the truth about the actual role of the USSR in the history of
the continent, about enslaving the people of Central and Eastern
Europe, about Soviet crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes
against humanity, was threatened with severe repression. It is
surprising that today, in a free world, the Russian President is trying to
promote theses which are almost a literal copy of the propaganda
dating back to the era of Stalin and Brezhnev. He does so, in an article
appearing in The National Interest.

Modern-day historians have assessed the Munich Agreement
negatively. It is difficult to defend the idleness of the West, obliged to
help its Polish ally, attacked in 1939. However, even the sins of Great
Britain and France, their obedience and acceptance of Hitler's
demands in 1938, their passivity towards the aggression of 1939, are
in no way comparable with the active role of the Soviet Union in the
unleashing of World War Il, together with the German Reich. The
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact united both signatories in an active policy of
aggression against the remaining free nations of Central and Eastern
Europe. Its direct consequence was German and Soviet aggression
against Poland, which began on 1 September and 17 September 1939,
respectively. In this way, these two totalitarian countries ignited a
global conflict which led to the loss of millions of human lives.

The President of Russia has cynically and repeatedly attempted to



blame Poland - in fact, the victim of the USSR’s and Germany’s joint
aggression - for the outbreak of war. The President's arguments about
the Versailles order seem to echo the slogans formulated in the
interwar years, almost unanimously, by national-socialist propaganda
in Germany and communist propaganda in the USSR. It is rather
astonishing that the President of Russia is resorting to selective and
biased comments about the Polish-Czechoslovak conflict over the
borderland, which in 1919-1938 colored mutual relations, or he is
quoting out of context, in order to overshadow the criminal dimension
of the military cooperation between two dictators - Hitler and Stalin - a

year later.

In his article, the President has failed to mention what the Soviet
invasion of Poland really was. Neither did he explain how the mass
repression against civilians relates to his new / old (Stalinist) thesis on
increasing the security of the USSR. He has also omitted the fate of
hundreds of thousands of civilians, defenseless men, women and
children deported to labor camps and deep into the USSR from Soviet-
occupied territories. In the times of Stalin’s and Hitler’s friendship,
Soviet services doomed millions of people to enslavement and

horrendous crimes.

The President has not explained how this alleged Soviet concern for
the safety of nations relates to the murdering of thousands of prisoners
of war in Katyn and other execution sites, which the Russians
themselves, in Nuremberg, classified as genocide (attributing them to

Germany). He has failed to mention the violent aggression against



Finland, which became the Soviet sphere of influence as part of the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. He has left out the fact that it was from this
very League of Nations which he criticized, that the Soviet Union, as an
aggressor state, was expelled. The world ought to be alarmed upon
hearing today’s leader of the Russian state dismissively justifying the
violent annexation of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Should this be also
understood as full acceptance of the brutal repression and crimes
committed against the civilian population in all countries occupied by
the USSR in the years 1939-19417 Perhaps, in the same way, we
should explain the annexation of Czechoslovakia by the Reich,
ignoring its policy of violence and aggression. After all, Hitler also
drafted documents on the renunciation of independence. The supplies
of Soviet raw materials to the Reich during the aggression on Norway,
Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, France and during the Battle of
Britain, as well as the other effects of Soviet-German cooperation, also

go unnoticed.

The President presents the war with the former allied Germany, which
broke out in 1941, in a way reminiscent of Stalinist propaganda.
Nobody denies the fact that the Red Army suffered heavy losses and
eventually won the clash of two totalitarian powers. However, it is the
duty of the civilized world not to forget that both the Soviet Union and
the German Reich had been fighting aggressive wars since 1939. In the
pursuit of the ideological goals of national socialism and communism,
both countries ruthlessly murdered and enslaved millions of people.

The world and Russia must be reminded that the Soviet Union used its



victory over the Third Reich for entering a new stage of its aggressive
policy against Poland and other European nations. The eastern
voivodships of the Polish Republic were once again seized. The
remaining territories found themselves under Soviet rule, regardless of
the fact that, throughout the war, Poland had fought against Germany
as an Allied state. When the West celebrated the end of the war in
1945, a new period of enslavement behind the Iron Curtain began for
Central and Eastern Europe. The Soviet Union continued its policy of
crime, repression and terror. Stalinist services brutally displaced entire
nations. People of different nationalities continued to be transferred to
Gulag concentration camps in cattle wagons. Stalinist propaganda
forbade anyone to talk about these matters, and today the President of

Russia is also reluctant to tackle the subject.

It is not a coincidence that President Putin’s remarks correspond with
the 80th anniversary of the occupation of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
by the Red Army, which meant the loss of independence by these
countries for several decades. His article has been published on the
eve of the 75th anniversary marking the end of the Trial of the Sixteen.
The sixteen leaders of the Polish Underground State, as
representatives of an Allied state, were invited by the Soviets for talks.
Instead, they were arrested, deported to Moscow and tried in a show
trial. The Polish Deputy Prime Minister, one of the Ministers and the
Commander of the Home Army were never released from the Soviet
prison. This may serve as a symbol of the tragic fate resulting from the
enslavement of Central and Eastern Europe by Soviet totalitarianism.



The President of Russia is right in claiming that history is better left to
specialists and reliable researchers in the field. He does not have to
launch spectacular campaigns to popularize history. It would be more
than enough if he made Soviet and Russian archives available to

researchers again.

3asBneHue MHCTMTYTa HauWOHAJIbLHOW NAaMATU B CBA3MU CO

cratben Bnagumupa lNyTtuHa

[Mpe3naeHT Poccumn He B NepBbii pas3 NMblTaeTCsA peaHUMNpoBaThb
CTa/IMHCKOEe BUAeHNe HoBenwwen nctopmm. OHo co3naBasiocb B IMOXY
KOMMYHM3Ma NyTeM CMeLLUeHNsA CeNIeKTUBHbIX TOJIKOBAaHUN (PaKTOB,
nonynpas4 1 NponaraHANCTCKMX MaxnHaunn. Co3gaBanacb KapTuHa
NcTopuun, Npeacrasnsfowas cobon anbTepHaTUBY peanbHOCTH, B
KoTopon ToTanuTapHbin CoBeTckuit Coto3 nrpas posb CTpaHbl C
0o6bpbIMN HaMepeHMaMHn, 3alUTHUKA MMpa 1 Be30nacHOCTU Hapoa 0B,
6naropoaHoro nobegnuTens HEMeLKOro penxa. 3T0 MCKaXXEHHOE
BuOeHme ncrtopum bols1o oba3aTtesnbHbiMHE ToIbko B CCCP, HO n B
OPYrnx cTpaHax, nopadoweHHbIX MockBoW rnocne BTopon MMpoBom
BOVHbI. B TO Bpemsa cypoBble penpeccum rpo3nam Kaxxgomy, KTo
OTBaXWJICA CKasaTb Npasay o noasamHHoun poan CCCP B uctopum
KOHTWHEHTa, 0 nopabolieHnn HapoaoB LieHTpanbHOM 1 BocTo4YHOM

EBpOMbI, 0 COBETCKMX NPECTYNNEHNSX NPOTUB MUPA, BOEHHbIX



NPECTYNAEHNAX U MPECTYNNIEHMAX NPOTUB YE/TIOBEYHOCTW. Bbi3biBaeT
yOuBNEHNe To, YTo cerogHs Mpe3naeHT Poccun nbiTaeTcs B
cB060OAHOM MUpPe NPOABUraTb NAEN, KOTOPbIE ABAAIOTCS MOYTU
NOEHTUYHBIMW KONUSIMUX NponaraHabl BpeMéH CTanuHa n bpexxHesa.

[lenaeT oH 3T0 B cTaTbe, onybnnkoBaHHoM B «The National Interest».

CTOpMKIN yXXe AaBHO HEFaTUBHO OLEeHNAN MIOHXEHCKNIW NAKT, CJIOXHO
onpaBaaTh 6be3nencTeme 3anana, KOTopbI ObI1 0053aH OKa3aTb
COI3HNYeCKoe COAeNCTBME NoABEPrHyBLUeNnCca HanageHuto B 1939
Monbwe. OAHAKO Oaxke 3Tu rpexu BennkobputaHum n ®paHumn, nx
MOKOPHOCTb U NpuHAaTUE TpeboBaHun MNmtnepa B 1938 roay, mx
MAaCCMBHOCTb MO OTHOLIEHUIO K arpeccun 1939 roga HeCconoCTaBuUMbI C
akKTMBHOW ponbio CoBeTckoro Corsa B pa3Ba3blBaHUN, BMECTE C
FepMaHCKUM penxom, BTopon mmpoBon BonHbI. MNakT MosioToBa-
PnbbeHTpona obbveanHmun obe nognucasLlme ero CTOPOHbI B aKTUBHOM
NOJINTUKE arpeccum NpoTmne cBoboaHbIX rocyaapcTB LleHTpanbHOM K
BocTo4yHown EBponbl. EE NpAMbIM Cle4CTBMEM CTajsla repMaHcKas u
coBeTCKas arpeccms npoTus MNonblin, HavyaTas 1 ceHTabpa n 17
CceHTAbpA.Tak ABe TOTaJMTapPHbIe CTPaHbl Pa30XXran rnodanbHbIN

KOH(IMKT, KOTOPbIA YHEC MUIJIMOHBI XXU3HEWN.

[Mpe3npeHT Poccun y)xe He0OAHOKPATHO CO BCEM LIMHM3MOM MbITaCH
NepesioXXnTb OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a Pa3BsA3biBaHWE BOMHbI UMEHHO Ha
Monby, XxepTBy coBmecTHOW arpeccum CCCP n N'epmaHun.
Kputunyeckne ymo3aksaoy4eHN POCCUCKOro npesnaeHTa o
BEPCaJIbCKOM MUPeE, MOX0XKe, PE30OHUPYIOT C JIO3YHramu,

C(ZpOpMyJ'II/IpOBaHHbIMI/I Yy>Ke B MEXBOEHHbIE oAbl NMOYTWN OAHUM



F0JI0OCOM HaLMOHaN-CoLMaInCcTMYeCcKon nponaraHaon B FepMaHin n
KOMMYHUCTMYeckom nponaraHaon B CCCP. MoxeT BbI3blBaTb
yOVBJIEHNE, YTO POCCUUCKUN NMPEe3NAEHT, NCNOb3ya n3bnpaTenbHble U
npenB3aTble BbiCKa3biBaHUA 0 MOJIbCKO-4eX0C/I0BALLKOM KOHMJINKTE NO
NoBOAY MOrpaHUYHbIX TEPPUTOPUI, KOTOPLIN B nepuod ¢ 1919 no 1938
rof NoBAMAS Ha B3aUMOOTHOLLEHMS CTPaH, WX BblpBaHHbIE U3
KOHTEKCTa LUUTaThbl, MblTAaeTCA Pa3MbITb MPECTYMHbIN CMbIC/1 BOEHHOI 0
COTpPYAHMYeCTBa ABYX ANKTaTopoB —Iutnepa n CtanmHa — rof

CnycTS.

[pe3naeHT B CBOEM TEKCTE HE YNOMSHYJ1, YeM Ha camMoM fere ObIo
COBETCKOe HamnaaeHue Ha lMonbwy. OH He 00BbACHU, Kak COOTHOCATCS
C €ro HOBbIM/CTapbIM (CTaJIMHCKNM) Te3UCOM 06 ycuneHum
6e3onacHocTn CCCP maccoBble penpeccun B OTHOLUEHUN MUPHBIX
xutenen. OH He roBOPUT 0 cyabbe COTEH ThICAY rpaXKAaHCKUX JnL,
6e30py>XKHbIX MYXYUH, XXEHLLWH WU OETEWN, BbIBE3EHHbIX U3 PallOHOB
coBeTCKOW okKynauume nareps Braydb CCCP. Bo BpemeHa apy»xobl
CTanuHa ¢ F'nTnepom coBeTckue cneucnyxbbl NoABEPTrIN THKKUM

MyKaM NPecTynHOCTY 1 NopaboLLeHNIMUIIMOHbI N0Ae.

[Mpe3naeHT He YNOMSAHY1 0 TOM, Kak COOTHOCUTCSH MMEHHO C 3TOW
AK0bbl coBeTcKon 3aboTon 0 He30nacHOCTM HapogoB YOUNCTBO ThICAY
BOEHHOMIEHHbIX B KaTblHN 1 OPYrnXx MecTax KasHu, KoTopoecaMu
poccusiHe B HiopHbepre kBannduumpoBaan Kak reHoumg (npunmceiBas
ero lepmaHnn). OH He YNOMSAHYJT XXEeCTOKYI arpeccuto npoTuB
duHnaHann, kotopas goctanacbe CCCP no nakty MosioToBa-

Pn6beHTpona. OH He YyNOMSIHYA, YTO MMEHHO U3 KPUTUKYEMORN UM Jnru



Hauun CoBeTckunii Coto3 Obi1 UCKJIOYEH KaK rocygapCTBO-arpeccop.
OnpasgaHne HaCUNbLCTBEHHOM aHHEKCUN JInTBbI, JIaTBUN 1 ICTOHUN B
yCTaX HblHELHEero pykosoguTesis pOCCMACKOro rocyaapcraa 4OJIKHO
BbI3blBaTb BecrnokoncTeo. CrenyeT /v MOHUMATb 3TO TaKXe Kak
NMoJIHOEe corjlacne C HaCUJbCTBEHHbLIMU pPenpeccnaMin 1
npecTynjaeHnsMmn, CoBepPLUEHHbLIMU MPOTUB rPaXKAaHCKOro HaceneHuns
BO BCeX CTpaHax, okkynuposaHHbix CCCP B 1939-1941 rogax? PaBHom
Mepon MOXHO 00BbACHUTL aHHEKCUO YexocnoBakuu FepmMaHnen —
OnyckKas ero noJIMTUKY Hacuana u arpeccun — sBegb [[UTNEp Takxe
NoACcoBbIBa AOKYMeHTbl 06 0TKase OT He3aBUCUMOCTW. Npe3naeHT He
YNOMMHAET HX 0 MOCTaBKax COBETCKOro Chipbs A1 Perxa BO BpeMs
arpeccun npoTtmne Hopserun, anuu, bensrun, HugepnaHnos u
®paHunKn 1 Bo BpeMs BTBbI 3a AHI TN, HX 0 APYrnX NOCNeACTBUAX

COBETCKO-repMaHCKOro CoTpyaHm4ecTBa.

Ha cTannHCcKnm maHep n3obpakeHa BoMHa NPoTuB BbIBLLINX
COK3HMKOB [ epMaHnmK, KoTopasa pa3pa3unack B 1941 roay. NonHOCTLIO
YNYCKaeTCcsa U3 BuAy TO, HACKOJIbKO BonbLLOe 3HaYeHme s
BbXMBaHNA CCCP nmena aHrno-aMmepukaHckas rnomolLb,
3aKJ1I04al0LLLAACA B MOCTaBKax CPencTB, TEXHUKN 1 BOOPYXXEHUI B
FMraHTCKMX MacwTabax. KpacHasa ApMua noHecna TaxXesble noTepn u
B KOHEYHOM UTOre ogep»kana nobeny B CTONIKHOBEHUN OBYX
TOTaJMTapHbIX AepxaB. HUKTO 3Toro He oTpuuaeT. OAHaKo O0r
LMBMUIN30BAHHOIO MMPa — HanoMUHaTb, 4YTO 0ba rocygapcTBa —
CoseTtckuin Coto3n n pawmnctckaa NepmaHna — ¢ 1939 rona senu
arpeccmBHble BOMHbI, 06a rocygapcTBa, Npecnenysa naeonormyeckme

uenanm HaunmoHan-counasimaMma 1 KOMMYyHMU3Ma, HE OCTaHaBJINBAJINCb



nepen yébnncreamm n nopaboweHnem MUIINOHOB NOLEN.

Heobxognmo mupy n Poccnm HanoMuHaTb, 4To CoBeTckui Coro3CBOI0
nobeny Hag TpeTbM Penxom ncrnosb3oBan A4Jis HOBOro 3Tana
arpecCcMBHON MOJIMTUKK MO OTHOLLEHWIO K [Mosiblle n gpyrum
eBponencknm HapogamM. OH CHOBa 3axBaTwWJl BOCTOYHbIE BOEBOACTBA
Hallen CTpaHbl M NopaboTun oCTanbHYK YacTb, HEB3MPAS Ha TO, YTO
[loNbla BoeBasa NPOTUB [epMaHNM KakK COO3HOe rocyaapcTBO Ha
NPOTS»XEeHUN BCen BOMHLI. Koraa B 1945 roay 3anan npa3gHoBas
OKOHYaHWe BOWHbI, B LLEHTPE 1 Ha BOCTOKE KOHTUMHEHTA, 3a
«KEeNe3HbIM 3aHaBeCOM» Ha4YMHaAJICSA HOBbIN Nepnoa nopabolueHus
nof coBeTckMm nrom. Cosetckuin Coto3 nNpogosnkasa noJanTuky
NPecTynHOCTN, penpeccuin n Teppopa. CTannHCKne crnewucnyxobl
XKECTOKO BbICENANN Liefible Hapobl CO CBOUX MeCT 0bMTaHus. B
BaroHax ANA CKOTa Mo-fNpe>XHeMy BbIBO3UAM B KOHLLEHTPALIMOHHbIE
nareps IN'YJIATacxBa4yeHHbIX Nl0fen pa3HblX HaunoHa bHocTen. Mpo
BCe 3TO CTaJIMHCKasA nponaraHaa roeopuTb He No3BoJsisaa, U

npe3snaeHT Poccmn cerofHa ToXe He XoTen 06 3TOM YNOMWHATD.

XapaKTepHo, 4YTo peyb Npe3npeHTa lyTuHa coBnagaeT ¢ 80-netmem
3axBaTa KpacHon Apmuen Jlntebl, JTaTBMUN 1 ICTOHNKN,03HAYaBLUEro
NoTepto He3aBUCUMOCTU 3TUMMK rOCyLapCTBaMNUHA NPOTAXKEHUN
HeCKoJIbKMX gecatmunetun. OHa onybankoBaHa HENOCPEACTBEHHO
nepen 75-n roAoBLLUVMHON NOKa3aTeNbHOro cyaa Hag 16 nmagepamu
[MoNbCKOro NoAnoaAbLHOro rocygapctea. OHu Oblnm NpurnawleHso
POCCUAHAMWN Ha NMeperoBopbl Kak NpeacTaBUTENN COHO3HOMo

rocypapcTsa. Mocne Yero 66111 06MaHOM apecToBaHbIl, BbIBE3EHbI B



MOCKBY 1 OCyXO€eHbl B ChanbCuduumpoBaHHOM npouecce. MoabCKun
BMLE-NpeMbep, 0O4MH U3 MUHUCTPOB N KOMaHAMP ApMun Kpanoso
HUKOrga He Obn 0CBOOOXKAEHbI N3 COBETCKOW TIOPbMbIl. ITO
—Tparnyeckun cumeonmnopabowieHnsa LleHTpanbHON 1 BOCTO4YHOM

EBpOMbl COBETCKUM TOTAJIMTAPU3MOM,

[Mpe3npeHT Poccun npaB, Korga roBOpPUT, YTO UCTOPUIO JlyYLle
OCTaBUTb cheumanucTam n becnpnucTpacTHbIM NCCegoBaTeNAM
npownoro. CaMoMy eMy He HY>XXHO PYKOBOAMTb MacCLUTabHbIMK
OEeNCTBMAMK Mo nonyngapusaumm nctopumn. octaTo4yHO CHOBa cAenaThb

AOCTYMHbIMW ONA nccnegoBaTesien COBETCKUNE n pOCCI/II7ICKI/I€ dPXUBbI.
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