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Youthful

Stefan Wyszynski was born on 3
August 1901 in Zuzela on the Bug
River (in the then Russian partition).
On the same day, he was baptised
in the local parish of the Transfigura-
tion of Our Lord. He was the second
child of Stanistaw Wyszynski (organ-
st at the local church) and Julianna,
née Karp.

In 1908, he began his education at
the local school and continued it In
nearby Andrzejewo, where the family
moved in 1910. Several months after
the move, his mother died. Having
completed his primary education, he
entered the Wojciech Gorski Gymna-
sium in Warsaw in 1972, The outbreak
of the First World War in 1914 forced
him to continue his education in oth-
er places: at the Private Seven-Class
School of Commerce in tomza, and
from 191/ at the Pius X Lyceum (Low-
er Seminary) in Wtoctawek, where he
oassed his examination for the sec-
ond school certificate in 1920.

- [ was born in Nadbuze, where Podlasie
and Mazovia meet. | still remember the
simple people | observed as a boy. Their

calm, trusting faith was astonishing.

Stefan Wyszynski, Kazania | przemowienia
autoryzowane [Authorised Sermons and

Speeches], vol. XXVIII, Warsaw 1968,

0. 23/.

Eleven-year-old Stefan Wyszynski before
departing to a Warsaw secondary school.
Andrzejewo, 1912.

D) AIPSKW

INSTITUTE OF
NATIONAL
REMEMBRANCE




Priesthood

In 1920, he entered the Major Semi-
nary in Wtoctawek. He was ordained a
oriest on 3 August 1924 in the Chapel
of Our Lady in the Basilica Cathedral
INn Wroctawek.

In 1929, he obtained a doctorate in
canon law atthe Catholic University of
Lublin (KUL) based on his dissertation
entitled ,, Family, Church and State
Rights to School”. From 1931 to 1939,
he was a lecturer and professor at
the seminary in Wtoctawek and pulb-
ished over100 texts related to Catho-
ic social teaching. From 1932, he was
the editor-in-chief of the Wtoctawek
monthly ,Ateneum Kaptanskie”

He founded and directed the Chris-
tian University of Workers. Also, edu-
cational activities in Christion trade
unions was conducted by him. He
organised the Catholic Youth Work-
ers’ Union and a network of Catholic
People’s Universities.

N The Wyszynski family in 1926. From the left: Janina, Stefan,
and Stanislawa. Seated: half-mother Eugenia nee Godlewska,

father Stanislaw, half-siblings Julia and Tadeusz.
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— Publications by Stefan Wyszynski
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— — Stefan Wyszynski's first mass
holy card (reverse).
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During a retreat before his ordina-
tion to the priesthood in 1924, Ste-
fan Wyszynski wrote down 10 princi-
oles of the inner life entitled Timete
Deum et Il Honorem [Fear God and
Honour Him]. He carried them in his
oreviary for the rest of his life.

N Neopresbyter Stefan Wyszynski.
Wioctawek 1924
D AIPSKW

1. Speak little - live without noise - silence.

2. Do much, but without fever, calmly.

3. Work systematically.

4. Avoid dreaming - do not think about the future,
it is a thing of God.

5. Do not waste time, for it does not belong to you;
life is purposeful and so is every moment of it.

6. Have a good intention in everything.

7. Pray often during your work - sine me nihil facere
[without Me you can do nothing].

8. Respect everyone, for you are inferior to them:
God opposes the proud.

9. Omni custodia custodi cor tuum quia ex ipso vita
procedit [Guard your heart with all your might,
for life flows from it].

10. Misericordias Dei in aeternum cantabo
[1 will sing of God’s mercy forever].




N Priest Stefan Wyszynski with
teachers and pupils of the centre

for blind people in Laski. July 194.3.
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— | ask only one thing of you,
do not lose trust in us, faith in
me, because in the days of
tribulation you will need great
faith, perfect fidelity to God and
Homeland.

Stefan Wyszynski, Dzieta
zebrane |Collected Works|, vol. |,
Warsaw 1991, p. 19.

D AIPSKW

J, Primate Wyszynski durine

the Gniezno Archdiocese,

September 1949.
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& The Virgin Mary of Jasna Gora in my
Primate seal is not an adornment but a
binding programme.

Stefan Wyszynski, Dzieta zebrane
[Collected Works], vol. I, Warsaw 1995,
0. 1/2.
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& The Primote’s cell
INn Prudnik Slgski.
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The Imprisoned Primate decided
to renew the vows that King John |l
CasimirVasahadtakeninthedramat-
ic moments for the Poland on 1 April
1656 in the Cathedral of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Lvov.
On 16 May 1956, when in Komancza,
Stefan Wyszynski wrote a prayer text
INn the form of vows. It was a pro-
gramme for the nation’s religious anad
moral renewal on the 300th anniver-
sary of the Lviv Vows and the prepa-
ration for the 1000th anniversary of
the Baptism of Poland.

On 26 August 1956, at Jasna Gora
in Czestochowa, In the presence of
about one million worshippers from
all over the country, the vows were
read out by Bishop Michat Klepacz,
the then acting President of the Pol-
ish Episcopate. White and red flow-
ers were placed on the empty seat
of the Primate of Poland. It was the
Most prominent religious manifes-
tation in the countries of the Soviet
Bloc. Ten minutes before the reading
of the proclamation in Czestochowa,
Cardinal - Wyszynski ..,

took the Jasna Goéra | -5/

[ O
! J . { [‘. -
}! Y "‘M“‘- . &

Vows in the place of fi eyt g
his imprisonment in | Ak

Virgin Mary.

— We promisel

B Photo from
/Zdzislaw Sowinski’s
collection
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The Jasna Gora
Vows of the
Polish Nation

— The text of the
Jasna Gora Vows of
the Polish Nation.
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— The empty seat of Primate
Wyszynski during the taking of
the Jasna Gora Vows of the Polish

Nation in Czestochowa.
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Primate Wyszynski created and led
the Great Novena, a nationwide pas-
toral programme to put the Jasno
Gora Vows of the Polish Nation into
oractice and prepare Poles for the
Millennium of Baptism. Each year of
195/-1966 had its motto dedicated to
fundamental values such as life, love,
faith, family, and nation.

These were great national retreats,
with celebrations, prayers, pilgrim-
ages, and renewal of vows. The pere-
grination of a copy of the icon of Our
Lady of Czestochowa in Polish parish-
es accompanied them. The icon was
‘arrested” on 2 September1966 by the
militia and taken to Jasna Gora with
a ban on peregrination. From 1960
the communist authorities organised
alternative secular celebrations of
the Millennium of the Polish State to
draw Poles away from the Novena.

K The faithful came to the renewal of the
Jasna Gora Vows as part of the Great
Novena. Czestochowa, 26 August 1957
D AIPSKW

< The parade as part of official
celebrations of the Millennium of the
Polish State. The inscription on the car:
“PE (physical education) raises combat
readiness”. Warsaw, 22 July 1966.

D Leszek tozynski/REPORTER




This is our experience of ten
centuries, a thousand years.

Our jubilee - it is the Millennium.
Our name is - Millennium!

Stefan Wyszynski, Dzieta zebrane [Collected Works|, vol. XVII, Warsaw 2016, p. 24

S W 7

N The Feast of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Jasna Gora, 15
August 1966. Primate Stefan Wyszynski
on a kneeler.

B NAC; colouring: Centrum Zycia

| Rodziny, for the periodical “Przyjaciel
Rodziny”.




Millennium

of Poland
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N Millennium celebrations
at Jasna Gora, 5 May 1966.
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— Cardinal Wyszynski
preaching the Millennium
Homily. Next to his secretary
- priest Wtadystaw Padacz.
Lublin, © May 1966.
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1966-67

of the Baptism

The millennium celebrations in 1966
were inaugurated in the cradle of
Polish Christianity - in Gniezno (9-16
April) and Poznan (17 April). They cul-
minated In celebrations at Jasna
Gora in Czestochowa (2-4 May), with
the act of Poland’s consecration “into
the maternal slavery of Mary, Moth-
er of the Church, for the freedom of
the Church of Christ’, celebrated in
all Polish parishes. Again, there was
an empty seat on the ramparts of
Jasna Gora as the communists did
not agree to the visit of Pope Paul VI,
invited by Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski
to Poland. Millennium pilgrimages of
orofessional and social groups came
to the shrine of the Queen of Poland,
and solemn masses - attended by
the Primate and hundreds of thou-
sands of the faithful - were celebrat-
ed In Polish cities until mid-1967.
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Stefan Wysz
and Karol

N Primate
Wyszynski and
Archbishop
Wojtyta during
their holidays

iN Podhale
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during the Millenni 'om the
gl ~v-Karol Wojtyla, Bishop of
> orski, Archbishop of Poznan Antoni

Saraniak. Behind the Primate, his secretary - priest
infultat Wtadystaw Padacz. Plock, 15 November 1966.
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Per Maria

— Audience with Pope John
XXIII. Cardinal Wyszynski
oresents the Pope with a list

of Polish Marian sanctuaries.
Vatican City, 29 November 1958.
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— The funeral
wreath sash with
the inscription: “To
the Uncrowned

King of Poland’,
made In tribute to
Stefan Wyszynski.
The Seminary
Church in Warsaw,
29 - 31 May 1981.
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The Primate

of the
Millennium

Commonly called the Primate of
the Millennium, Stefan Wyszynski o
remains N our memory. His monu- ’
ments, streets, squares, schools, and
nousing estates named after him
oear witness to that.

n Zuzela (Mazowieckie Voivodeship),
where Stefan Wyszynski was born,
there is a museum of his childhood
yvears with a reconstruction of his flat
and school classroom. There is also
the baptismal fontwhere he wasbap-
tised and a bell “Stefan Wyszynski”
weighing 1800 kg. In Rywatd, Stoczek
Klasztorny, Prudnik, and Komancza,
the period of the Primate’s imprison-
ment (from 25 September 1953 to 26
October 1956) is commemorated.
The Act of the Sejm of 3 September
1999 transtormed the Academy of
Catholic Theology into the Cardinal
Stefan Wyszynski University in Warsaw.
INn 2016, by the decision of the Minister
of Culture and National Heritage, the
John Paul Il and Primate Wyszynski
Museum was established to com-
memorate and disseminate the life
work of these figures.

<& The Monument
to Primate

Stefan Wyszynski

at Krakowskie
Przedmiescie

N Warsaw.
Contemporary
ohotograph.

D Andrzej Michalik
/ AIPN

' Primate’s tomb
chapel in the
Archcathedral

of St John the
Baptist in Warsaw.
Contemporary
ohotograph.

D Andrzej Michalik
/ AIPN

— 1IN 1989, Primate Jozef Glemp
began efforts to elevate Stefan
Wyszynski to the altar. On 23 April
2021, the Metropolitan of Warsaw,
Cardinal Kazimierz Nycz announced
that the beatification of Stefan
Wyszynski would take place on

12 September 2021 in Warsaw
together with the beatification of the
Venerable Servant of God Elzbietao
Roza Czacka. In the photo, Stefan
Wyszynski, Mother Elzbieta Roza
Czacka and Maria Okonska. Laski,
September 19406.
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N The “Osemki” recite
the evening prayer
with the Primate

and Archbishop
Wojtyta. From the

- _A_ .. aYaYsa

OMANOWSKd, Frimate
Stefan Wyszynski,
Krystyna Szrajer,
Urszula Grzelak,
Katarzyna Michalska,
Alicja Balcerzak, and
Fllomena Morawiec.
The Chapel in
Bachledowka, July
1972
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Towards my Fatherland | retain full reverence and
love. | considered it my duty to defend its Christian

culture against the illusions of internationalism,
its moral health and the integrity of its borders,

as far as it lay within my power.

Testament warszawski prymasa Polski [Warsaw Testimony of the Primate of Poland]
(fragment).

& Primate Stefan Wyszynski.

Gniezno, 1981.
B AIPSKW
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See more exhibitions at
www.edukacja.ipn.gov.pl
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POLAND VIS~V THE GERMAN
AND SOVIET AGGRESSION-
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The Prudential building hit with a shell fi ed from the German heavy mortar “Karl’, 28 August 1944.
Photograph: Sylwester Braun/Warsaw Rising Museum collectiol
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razik, Aleksandra Kaiper-Miszutowicz,

id Golik and Piotr Niwiriski
0 Brigade of the Home Army, July 1945. AIPN.

Artur Koleda
dr hab. Rafat tatka
dr Magdalena Baj
Paulina Zak

Szymon Weglowski, Katarzyna Kowalska

Mikota) Kaczmarek

Photographs from the collections of: East News Photo Agency, Archive
of the Institute of National Remembrance (AIPN), Archive of the Primate
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski Institute (AIPSKW), Centre for Life and Family,
National Digital Archive (NAC), public domain and private collections.

Authors:
Elzbieta Raczy, Jakub lzdebski

Series graphic concept:
Aleksandra Kaiper-Miszulowicz

Graphic design:
Karol Czechowicz

Reviewers:
Aleksandra Namyslo,
Filip Musiat

Translation:
Jerzy Giebultowski

Background photograph:
Wiktoria and Jézef Ulma

Mateusz Szpytma collection/Ulma
Familiy Museum of Poles Saving Jews
in World War Il in Markowa
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