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Zofia Witkowska-Landa - home caregs
in September 1937.
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Officer of the Soviet political police (NKVD).
Photo: public domain
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On 1 September 1939, Nazi Germany attacked
Poland. Despite the heroic struggle of the Polish
soldiers, they suffered defeat in the clash with the in-
vader, who had a crushing advantage in aircraft and
armoured weapons. Waiting for the aid previously
guaranteed by France and Britain proved futile.
The next blow came on 17 September 1939, when the
Soviet Union launched its aggression against Poland.
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o | " Map showing the directions of the Nazi forces in their
attack on Poland.
Source: 18 Tage Weltgeschehen. Der Feldzug gegen Polen,
Lipsk 1940.

Y 5 The invaders' concept of total war assumed that
| every person who stood in the way of the Nazi army
was an eiﬁ"emy. Luftwaffe aircraft often attacked
civilian buildings, and the victims were men, women,
and children. The soldiers of the Wehrmacht did
the same, committing numerous crimes against
the inhabitants of villages, towns and cities. There
were also numerous murders of civilians in the
Eastern Borderlands. Among those who died at
the hands of Red Army soldiers were the citizens of
Grodno, who had taken part in the defence of the
city. The attacks of the communists, who collaborat-
ed with the aggressors, on landed estates led to the
death of around 200 landowners and their family
members.
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Twelve-year-old Kazimiera Kostewicz Photo: AIPN
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olish soldiers, along with a seventeen-year-old volunteer,
taken prisoner by the Nazis.

Photo: NAC (National Digital Archives)
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A plague commemorating the martyrdom of the
prisoners of war of the German camp (stalag) VIII A |
in Gorlitz (now Zgorzelec). Between 1939 and 1945
nearly 120,000 captured soldiers of various armies
were imprisoned tﬁ:, of whom around 10,000
died of disease, starvation and slave labour. l

" Photo: AIPN - .
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During the battles against the invaders, more
than 70,000 Polish soldiers were killed, about
420,000 were taken prisoner by the Nazis and

about 250,000 by the Soviets. Both aggressors
committed numerous war crimes, shooting
Polish prisoners of war and failing to provide
medical care to the wounded.
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The events in the area of the village of Dabrowa
near Ciepieldw became a symbol of Nazi war
crimes, where, after the battle, the Nazis shot
many soldiers taken prisoner, also killing the
wounded found on the battlefield. Around 300
Poles lost their lives there on 9 and 10 September
1939.

Nazis over the bodies of Polish soldiers near Dabrowa.
Photo: public domain.

PO|ISh Army soldlers who‘ﬁ'ad been ta

prisoner
were also murdered by the Red Ar mass or
individual executions in Lwéw, Kowel, Tarnopol
and Ztoczow. NCOs and privates who were taken
prisoner soon became prisoners in German forced
labour camps and Soviet gulagrs\

Polish soldiers in a temporary prisoner of war camp.
Photo: public domain. -
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| was the fate of those who defended Poland in September and were taken pris-
| Soviets.Theinvaders leftin captivity all the officers of the Polish Army, most of whom
serve soldiers, workingin civilian life as teachers, doctors, lawyers, state and local govern-
fficials, businessmen, and so on. Together with them, all - regardless of their rank - soldiers
Border Protection Corps and officers of the State Police, Border Guard and Penitentia-
ry Service were imprisoned. Most of the prisoners of war were imprisoned in camps in Kozelsk, ; |
Starobelsk and Ostashkov, while some were held in prisons in what are now Ukraine and Bela- | a Y .
rus. In the spring of 1940, the Soviet party authorities, led by Joseph Stalin, decided to murder | N N =
them all. The forest in Katyn and the prisons in Kharkov, Tver and other cities became the places
of death for almost 22 000 prisoners of war. The basic motive for the Katyn Massacre was the
Communists' desire to murder the Polish intellectual elite, so that it would be easier to super-
vise and exploit the population of the occupied country.

The mass graves of Polish Army officers
murdered in Katyn were discovered in
1943. The final resting places of many
victims of the Soviet massacre, as well as

° ° ° . »
their names, remain unknown to this day. .
= M,
The rope-bound hands of a Polish officer whose re- - o
: “ "
mains were '
exhumed by the Germans at Katyn in 1943.
Photo: AIPN | by the Gegmans in Katynin 1943., .
y; N 4 * -
’ . Photo: AIPN g
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TU GINELI POLSCY JENCY HERE THE POLISH PRISONERS OF WAR WERE KILLED
: s : Gryazovets
QF/« Griazowiec GI‘I’aZOWI.e’C. =50 2 ; ! transit camp for prisoners of war released from other camps:
ot " P —— . . g ) oboz przejsciowy dla jencow zwolnionych z innych obozow: 47 3 g J
ESTONIA (¥ oboz przejsciowy dla jencow zwolnionych z innych obozéw: @ ; i ¢ ; 47 Poles handed over to the intelligence services, 258 NKVD agents
: : : : - Polakéw przekazanych wywiadowi, 258 agentow NKWD lub dekla- e
\ 47 Polakow przekazanych wywiadowi, 258 agentow NKWD lub ai clieh TR ¢ wspStoratEaz zon'nion chna prosiE or those willing to cooperate, 47 released at the request of the
\_ o deklarujgcych che¢ wspotpracy, 47 zwolnionych na prosbe amba);a dy Niemieci 17 n’; Rrocke twi)r,lc’)w ericy Cica; German Embassy and 17 at the request of the Lithuanians.
R ambasady Niemiec i 17 na prosbe Litwindw. Jercy ci ocaleli : These prisoners survived.
. Ostaszkow Ostashkov
J E ‘ \ ‘ ‘ 1 : Ostaszkow _ . 6364 jenncow, przede wszystkim policjanci, zandarmi, funkcjona- |6364 prisoners of war, mostly policemen, military policemen,
RYG LOTWA / 6364 jencow, p S MIGdI’lee riusze korpusu Ochrony Pogranicza, duchowni i ziemianie Border Protection Corps officers, clergymen and landowners
88 przede wszystkim policjanci, S " ' 55
zandarmi, funkcjonariusze ' Kalinin Kalinin Kalinin
Korpusu Ochrony Pogranicza, 6311 rozstrzelanych 6311 rozstrzelanych 4 1V-14V 1940rr. 6311 executed 4.04-14.05.1940
~ duchowni i ziemianie 41V-14V 1940, ; Y
Kozielsk Kozielsk
LITWA Katyﬁ B\ 10SKWA 4594 zotnierzy, przede wszystki oficerowie i chorgzowie zawodowi | 4594 soldiers, mostly professional officers and ensigns as well as
: 4421 rozstrzelanych oraz rezerwisci reservists
Krolewiec | WlLND LoV 1400 4 t 5’;3 Smolensk Katyn Katyn
4 4421 rozstrzelanych 31V-12V 1940 . 4421 executed 3.04-12.05.1940
Prusy Kozielsk K t K t
bl 23 Kuropaty 4594 3otnierzy, uropagy HonRgry
Wschodnie & M|NSK przede wszystkim MINSK MINSK
. Al oficerowie i chorgzowie 3870 rozstrzelanych 3870 executed
Biatystok JE ﬂ 337? — - zawodowi oraz rezerwisci 5 KIJOW KIJOW
Baﬁg;; | 9z58 Ay c 3435 rozstrzelanych 3435 executed
Poznan &
» WAREZAWA g Pifsk Charkow Charkow
A ok C 3820 rozstrzelanych 5 IV-12V 1940 . 3820 executed 5.04-12.05.1940
§" o o tereny okupowane
przez Niemcow Lubbiin przez 7SRR Starobielsk Starobelsk
i - ]
POLSKA £k 3 . 3894 jencow, przede wszystkim oficerowie, obroncy Lwowa i cywile 3.8.9;‘ Prisoners of war, mgstly officerSESTENISE! SN
> o Rowne | Bykownia X Charkoéw civilians
)
3820 rozstrzelanych : i i i
: _- = P : Granica Polski z 1939 . Polish border in 1939.
Kra.kow ' . KUOW 5IV-12V1940r. ‘ ; t Piatichatki
: O >¢ | 2 = The territories occupied by the USSR after the aggression on
Drohobycz ® Staroblelsk dFrEny okapo.wane, Py ZSRR.po e nag8lake 171X 1939 ¢ Poland on 17 September 1939 and after the occupation of the
O Tarnopol =~ | 3435 N 3894 jericow 45 oraz po zajeciu panstw battyckich w 1940 r. Baltic S in 1940
-Stanistawow .| rozstrzelanych S £ N | e T | T altic States in g
SLOWACJA O przede wszystkim . :
i ol oficerowie Radzieckie obozy jenieckie, liczba jenicow z XII 1939 . Soviet POW camps, number of priso e i Ol
- %, obroricy Lwowa | 1939.
/ RUMUNIA ™ = Lcywile {—-J'f: Transporty jencéw z obozéw do miejsc egzekucji Transports of prisoners of war from camps to places of execution
Granica Polski z1939r. Transporty jericow z wiezienn NKWD, .- I Tl T . Transports of prisoners of war from NKVD prisons, shot in the
rozstrzelanych wiosng 1940rr. .. v Transporty jencow z wiezien NKWD, rozstrzelanych wiosng 1940 r.
Tereny okupowane przez ZSRR " I sprlng of 1940.

"
po agresji na Polske 171X 1939 . Miejsca egzekuciji ' sl Cherson . B
oraz po zajeciu panstw battyckich 4 p S ey T U orze 2% Miejsca egzekugji i PIaces of execution
w1940r. Domniemane miejsca egzekucii wﬂ\' ~oCk ( zowskie /

Radzieckie obozy jenieckie, \ - |

Domniemane miejsca egzekuc;ji Presumed places of execution

|iCZbajEﬁC()W z X111939r. Miejsca ukrycia zwiok j() Z€
) 100 K
- P P Biomni - (__._(m;c Rt e : ' s
FANSIIGERY ISVISOW 2 0DOZOW ShEemane Mmicscd : 40 Miejsca ukrycia zwiok Places where the bodies were hidden
do miejsc egzekucji ukrycia zwtok - o
Tl %,@
Domniemane miejsca ukrycia zwtok Presumed places where the bodies w

25 30 40

Map of the places of execution of the Katyn Massacre victims
Photo: https://panstwowa.policja.pl
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| In the Polish territories annexed to the Reich there were many
| execution sites where the Germans carried out mass and
: individual executions as part of the "Intelligenzaktion', a plan to
~‘ | destroy the elite which began in the autumn of 1939. In Pomerania
these were, among others, Piasnickie Forests, Szpegawski

Forest, Paterek, Barbarka, and in the region of Lddz - Luémierski
“‘”"‘" ‘

and tagiewnicki Forests. In Greater Poland, public executions
of Poles were carried out in Smigiel, Srem and Gostyr, among
other places. Only in the forests of Piasnica were probably killed
about 14 thousand inhabitants of Pomerania and Poles living
in Germany before the war.
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- From the irst days of the occupation, -
the Polish ories incorporated into the '*
Reich - Pomerania, northern Mazovia, Greater

Poland, Ltodz with its region, and Upper Silesia
- became the focus of a massive Germanization
campaign. Its first victims were representatives
of the local elite - veterans of battles for Pol-
ishness, state and local government officials,
teachers, priests, landowners. They were im-
prisoned, tortured and then murdered at mass
execution sites imprisoned in concentration
camps. Their elatives were forcibly resettled to
the General iment.They left their homes
as paupers,’ 1 of all their possessions.

Post-war exhumations in Paterek, Pomerania - the brother
of Mrocza vicar Fr. Henryk Walkowski, by his remains.
Photo: AIPN

Aleksy Rzewski - a pra |
political and local govel
activist, Mayor of Lt6dz, murdered g
by the Germans in December 193955 g

in the Laglewnlckl Forest. L
Photo: NAC
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_ ‘ o Kazimierz B‘e\b;ecki and his colleague
_} Polish deportees,: forced
| labourers in a guld®\in Figllorowka (location unknown) .«
/ in September 1941. :
. Photo;
-~
/ |
\ | T ,
¥ 7 -

A%

Center

" 4

/

. L T
N o :
™ 3 >3 :'ln k
& L . ; & B B
~ f » y 1 g -
’ I‘ ¥ i . »
. P . . 3% \ .
..‘r." ' L 4 S R i - .
. W . . g B -
e 3 ‘ oy
. » -y Wis -
ol P AR BN PES A B 4
i . i % W e e . E -
gl \
> < il ' - » -
: . % v ¥
- A b 3 %, 4 q
2 . P . ” 1
. ’ 3 e e e ’.‘
. : , i >
1 . L™ 4 i
. - t . )
. LT < » J -
& . § y v - o
. -
-
. - 4 L d
P~ ¥ .
] o P P " .
i ¢ s J
R . .
b e P : ”
ol g A :
| ’ » L R 4
. . | 4
L bl . - L
- ’
¢
v
L
"5 -
. i
s -
-

i

-, p—

Orphaned children of Polish exiles, staying at ar;' orphanage in the ET[S
of Majon-Kum (Kazakhstan) in spring 1945. .
Photo: KARTA Center 4

In the Polish Eastern Borderlands annexed by the Soviet Union,
the overriding aim of the occupying forces was to annihilate all per-
sons deemed to be enemies of Communism and the new regime
- state and local officials, political and social activists, landowners,
industrialists, merchants and wealthier farmers. They were sent to
prisons, from where they were transported to forced labour camps
(gulags). In 1940, there were also mass deportations of Polish citi-
zens to remote areas of the Soviet Union - to Sib;ria, Kazakhstan,

Bashkiria and Yakutia. The deportees vegetated in extreme poverty, -
dying of hunger, disease and the consequences of slave labour. .
The number of deportees is unknown - it was trobably around
320,000, although some estimate it to be as high as one million
men, women and children. |
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From the autumn of 1939, the wave of crimes also spread to the German-occu-

pied central Polish territories, where the General Government was established 4
as a "settlement area" for Poles and Jews. In order to intimidate its inhabitants,
people were arrested on charges of involvement in the emerging resistance I'
movement, possession of weapons, ammunition and military equipment,

or possession of clandestine publications. The intelligentsia was considered

a particularly dangerous class. In particular, the arrest in November 1939 of
over 180 professors from the Jagiellonian University and other universities,
who were imprisoned in a concentration camp, reverberated around the world.

A few months later, widespread horror was spread by the news of the fate

of families from the Konskie and Opoczno areas who were supporting the Polish
Army's Detachment of mjr. Henryk Dobrzanski,Hubal”. The pacification carried
out by the Germans affected over 30 villages, of which 4 were destroyed com-
pletely and the rest - partially. More than 700 people died at that time.

Poles sentenced to death by a German court
moments before they were taken to the place
of execution. Photo taken in Plonsk

in the autumn of 1939.

Photo: AIPN
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PAMIEC) MIESZKARCOW GALEK  GIELNIOWA | MECHLINA
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OKUPANTA ZAWSPOEPRACE Z WYDZIELONYM ODDZIALEM WOJSKA POL-
SKIEGO mJur HENRYKA DOBRZANSKIEGD . HUBALA”

GALKI

‘ DOBRACZ STEFAN CIESLAK JAN s ANTONIEGD
FRYMEL ADAM CIESLAK JAN s PAWLA
FRYMEL JOZEF CIESLAK JAN sMACIEJA
FRYMEL STEFAN ; "CIESLAK JOZEF
FRYMEL SZYMON - CIESLAK WLADYSLAW
FRYMEL APOLINARY Kue "FELIKS
OSZCZEDA STANISLAW , KUC - BGRZEGORZ
AT STANISEAW ons i KUC. -~ JOZEF s JANA
PLUTA JOZEF e Vo KUC: T JOZEF s. FRANCISZKA
PLUTA  STANISEAW = ' SDKOLOWSKI ADAM
POMYKALA ANTONIL - = s m:-\' SOKDLOWSKI GRZEGORZ
POMYKALA JAN s. WI:A[IYSLAWA . SOKOLOWSKI JAN Ligb
POMYKALA JAN S JOZEFA:. = <SOKOLOWSKI STANISLAW
POMYKALA PIOTR - STACHOWIGZ ‘JAN

BOMVKALA. S ANISE A ST Xl ik SZCZEPANCZVK - JOZEF
POMYKALA STANISLAW SROMANA SZEZEPANCZVK ~WALEN

SIERADZKI JAN -0 o0 o o - WASIAK - - JOZEF
SIERADZKI MICHAE = . - © - WARDA JAN .
WOJGCIK  ANTONI fan e wGJmK JAN
WOJCIK - ___MARCEL smantA_ CWOJCIK JAI(UB

- WOJCIK ~ MARGEL s. STANISI;AWA - WOJCIK .. - IGNACY
WOJCIK - MICHAEL = . WOJCIK FRANGI'SZE
WOJCIK ~ ROMAN - WOJCIK ~WACEAW

‘ ﬁlEI.eriw

NATORSKI wmnvsum@' KRZYZAN[IWSKI Jazcr

'MECHI_IN s
DEBUWSKI

oo . KOWALSKI . - AN
KORNATASE s

BROLA ~  TEOFIL.
- BROLA  FLORIAN
.- MYSLINSKI BOLESEAW
~ MYSLINSKI PIOTR -
_OLESIAK _ STANISEA
-~ PANCER. = MICHAL
SKORUPA  FILIP
. SKORUPA < JAN
- SKORUPA GRZEBﬂRZ
o WOJCIK 3

Execution of 52 inhabitants of Bochnia near Cracow

and the surrounding villages, carried out by the Germans
on 18 December 1939 in retaliation for an attack on a police
station by conspirators. g
Photo: AIPN |
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The tre . simination of the first stag
s in the General Governme twas he s
cation action (Aktion A ). In th
| OQ people were murdered:
- camps. The executions involved political and soci
the intelligentsia, people involved in the
as professional criminals. The crimes wer
located in the vicinity of many towns. Th
Warsaw, Krzestawice near Krakow, Rury.
and onloqba in the vicinity i Czestocho

&

Maciej Rataj - an outstand- Stefan Lelek-Sowa:

ing politician of the independence activist,

people's movement and so- soldier of the 1 Brigade

cial activist, Minister and Polish Legions, judge ofithe

Marshal of the Polish Sejm, Court of Appeal in Lublin

murdered in Palmiry. in Lublin, senator of the

Photo: NAC Republic of Poland - _ | _ ¥ _ - __ "
murdered in Rury Jezuickie  § LB B Y 7 - | - B
Photo: NAC rF T = .
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Wizzienie radomskie 15.X1.194C r.

Kochani Rodzice!
Jesten u kresu swoich m3k, bo juz przedwczoraj zspadi na mnie
" wyrok sSmierci. Jutro maja nas kilkunastu stracié. Wierzs, ze list ten Wss
- | dojdzie i chclalbym, abydcie wisdzieli, ze ostatnim wigzieniem mbém byl
~ R~dom, a miejscem stracenia bzdzie Firlej poc radomiem., Nie wiem, jaka
| $mieré mnie czeka, ale dzisiaj orzyznsm sie otwarcie, ze to bedzie niczem
w stosunku do tortur, jakis mi zadesweno orzez te 6 miesiccy 1 19 dni. Da-
rujcie mi wszystkie orzykrosci, jskie mieliscie z mojego powodu, i wiem,
ze mi darujecie, bo to wszystko dla orzysziej Rolski. 6 mérg ziemi, ktdre :
sa moja witasnosScia, prosze Was, Kochani Rodzice, tak po wojnie oodzielic:
| 2 morgi niech Tato sprzeds i pieniadze wplaci / tu wymienia instytucje /,
3 morgi Marysi, a 1 mdrg odda¢ Frankowi. Ale on niech z tego Firleja,
gdzie nie ma grobdw, sorowasdzi garniec ziemi i posieje ja tam na tej mor- -
dze. ¥ ten sposdb beds uwazal, ze spoczywaja prochy moje w moich kochanych
rodzinnych glebacha Nie przykro mi umieraé, bom wszystko wytrwal i nic i
(nie wydartoge mnie), co by mogto zaszkodzié innym. Przykro mi tylko, ze nie
dano mi sie wyspowiadal przed $miercia. Zegnam Was na tym sSwiecie i zyjcie
Z wiara w Plske i-Boga. Pozegnajcie ode mnie Franks i powiedzcie mu, iz
zegnajac go wierzz, ze w odpowiedniej chwili pomsci meks i Smierc moja
przedewszystkim na tych, ktorzy mnie wydali, a on sie tego napewno domy-
$ls, kto jest zdrajca. Wiedzcie, ze umre ze siowsmi: Niech zyje jolskal!l.
Wasz syn

=

® Copy of a farewell letter sent to his parents by a Pole
sentenced to death in 1940. The identity of the author
remains unknown to this day.

Photo: AAN

Parllament murdered |n‘PaIn)||ry
Photo: NAC

:i%

Women with eyes covered with black blindfolds,
led by the Nazis to the place of execution

in Palmiry near Warsaw in 1940.

Photo: NAC
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As the years of occupation passed, the Nazis reduced the number of
secret executions, which took place in forests, far from human settlements.
The desire to paralyse the public with fear and cut them off from coop-
erating with the resistance movement meant that from 1942 onwards
public executions were organised with increasing frequency. Prisoners
were executed on gallows placed in busy places in towns, along roads
and railway lines, forcing Poles to watch the execution itself and the
bodies of the murdered. In smaller towns, the condemned were execut-
ed in markets and main squares. These crimes were often carried out on
market days, as farmers from the surrounding areas came to the towns
in large numbers at those times.

Obwieszczeniel

¥

Stefan Siewierski zobowiazan
odbycia Stuzby Budowlanej, urodz. dn. 29 )
w Warszawie, zamieszkaly w -Radqm_;i-.ui!-gf
Struga 71, Oddzial 3/201 Sluzby Budowlanej
szawie, zostal w dniu 22.7.1942 r. zasqdzaf;

Sad Specjalny L
na $mierc

e SRR A ' | . g v o P | poniewaz zbiegl w dniu 29. 6. 1942 r., zabierail!ﬁ"f'z'é‘ﬁi-';f W
Germans supervising the digging of a mass grave | - .. i e 4w

. . ) x . | sobg odziez, stanowigcg wlasnosc Panstwa. B e ,-.- -~y . w "
for prisoners killed in an execution. The victims' hands | PR . e . | - T

| -

are clearly visible, tied behind their backs with rope. . Radom.. dnials. serania 1940 - N -
The p|ace and date of taking the photograph are unknown. | Execution of Home Army soldiers and their relatives-at
Photo: NAC Der Stadma"mlna“"' the railway station in Ro;ki on 12 October 1942.
e 1 The bodies of the murdered hung on the gallows

The so-called 'death placard' informing for a whole day, and on order of the Germans, every pas-

about the sentencing to death and execution senger train passing through the station had to stop

of a young Pole. Stefan Siwierski was only in front of the execution site for a prolonged time, so that

20 years old at the time of his death. the passengers could imprint the image in their memory.

Photo: National Archives in Radom Photo: AIPN




GENERALGOUVERMEMENT
DISTRIKT KRAKAU
DER KREISHAUPTMANN
IN JAROSLAU
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Ponite] podaje dostownie brzmienie 3-go rozporzadzenia o ogranicze-
niach pobytu w Gen, Gubernatorstwie z dn. 15. paidziernika1941(Dz. Rozp.

G6. Mr. 99 5. 595) do wiadomosgcl.
Ma podstawie & 5 ust. 1 Dekretu Filhrer'a z dnia 12 paidziernika 1939 r.
(Dz. U. Rzeszy Niem. | str. 2077) rozporzadzam :

Artykul 1.

W rozporzadzeniv o ograniczeniach pobytu w Generalnym Guberna-
torstwie z dnia 13 wrzesnia 1940 (Dz. Rozp. GG. | str. 288) ze zmianaml
drugiego rozporzadzenia o ograniczeniach pobytu w Generalnym Guberna-
torstwie z dnia 29 kwietnia 1941 r. (Dz. Rozp. GG- str. 274) wstawia sie po

% 4 a nastepujacy # 4 b:

#4b

1) Zydzi, ktorzy bez upowainienla opuszczala wyznaczony Im dzielnice,
podiegaja karze Smierci. Tej same] karze podlegajy osoby, ktére takim
iydom swiadomie dajy kryjdwke.

2) Podiegacze i pomocnicy podiegajy tej samej karze jak sprawca, czyn
usitlowany karany bedzie jak czyn dokonany. W liejszych wypadkach
moina orzec ciezkie wiezienie lub wiezienie,

3) Zawyrokowanie nastepuje przez 5ady Specjalne,

Artykut 2.
Rozporzadzenie niniejsze wchodzi w Zycie z dniem ogloszenia.

Warsrawa, dnia 15 pakdziernikn 1941.
Gieneralny Gubernator

An announcement by the Kreishauptmann
of Jarostaw informing of the death penalty
for Poles who help Jews leaving the ghetto.
Photo: AIPN

The German occupation brought the mass extermination of the Jews, and
the brutal repression of the Poles who helped them, in the form of arrests,
imprisonment, deportation to concentration camps, and finally the execu-
tions of both adults and children. Harsh punishments were mete
supplying food to ghetto inhabitants or helping them obtai

documents. Every person who took in fugitives from the ghett

them survive in hiding, for example in the forests, could expect

only of themselves but also of their family members. Despite the e“
mous risk, many Poles decided to help the Jews - friends, acquaintance
complete strangers. In many cases the rescuers paid for their deeds with

ot

their lives. Among the symbols of this phenomenon were the events near
Ciepieldw, where at the end of 1942 the Germans murdered more than 30
people from the Kowalski, Kosior, Obuchiewicz and Skoczylas families, and
the 1944 murder in the village of Markowa of Wiktoria and J6zef Ulma, who

were killed along with six children.
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Plan of the house of Janina and Lech Rosciszewski in Bedkowice near Miechéw, where more
than ten people of Jewish nationality were hidden. Most of them were murdered by the Nazis,
and it was only by luck that their guardians managed to save their lives.

Photo: AIPN
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Anna Kerc - a Jewish girl who was hidden by'a Pelish family. This photo
is a mystification - thanks to the borrowed communion dress and
the help of a friendly priest, it was possible to take a photograph
to prove the girl's Catholicism and her receiving her first Holy
Communion. This did not save Anna from being killed by the Nazis.
Photo: AIPN
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- The extermination operations carried out throug the ‘ -
villagers to a great extent. In retaliation for s ' partise
hiding Jews and escapees from prisonsof failinc
paying in time for compulsory deliveries, t e individt \
deportations to concentration camps and to woi _' any, 2%
and farm buildings. Within the borders ¢ sent-day Poland, tl
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| Bé__;t-ween 1942 and 1943 in the Zamojs;czyzna' region,
the Nazis carried out an operation to remove all Poles
from the area. One of the villages pacified at that time

was Biatowola, where over 50 people' were murdered. i
Photo: AIPN

People from a displaced village near Zamos¢ gathered
INSTITUTE OF at the assembly ground. In the foreground an SS officer

NATIONAL and Nazi soldiers taking part in the action.

REMEMBUNCE oo i oy N

Ruins of the village of Sucha, burned down during



Prisoners who escaped death in executions were often
imprisoned indefinitely in concentration camps by the
Nazis. Places such as Auschwitz, Gross-Rosen, Majdanek
or Sachsenhausen-Oranienburg have become symbols
of German extermination operations against hundreds
of thousands of men, women and children. Prisoners
there died in large numbers from starvation, disease,
slave labour, beatings, executions and other forms of
terror by the overseers. "Hell for women" was the name
given to the Ravensbriick concentration camp, the ma-
jority of whose prisoners were Polish women. They
were subjected, among other things, to murderous
pseudo-medical experiments leading to death or per-
manent disability.
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Najwazniejsze niemieckie obozy koncentracyjne i niemieckie obozy smierci
w granicach tzw. Wielkich Niemiec w latach 1941-1944

Niemieckie obozy koncentracyjne

@ Niemieckie obozy Smierci
Rok rozpoczecia dziatalnosci -

Rok rozpoczecia dziatalnosci

TvaRTEL AN

German concentration and exterkmination campsin the'Reich
and on occupied Polish territory.

Source: https://tfuthaboutcamps.eu

PL EN

Najwazniejsze niemieckie obozy kon-
centracyjne i niemieckie obozy Smier-
ci w granicach tzw. Wielkich Niemiec

The most important German concentra-
tion camps and German extermination
camps within the borders of so-called

w latach 1941-1944 Greater Germany from 1941 to 1944

Niemieckie obozy koncentracyjne
Rok rozpoczecia dziatalnosci

German concentration camps
Year of commencement

g
~ |Niemieckie obozy smierci
Rok rozpoczecia dziatalnosci

German extermination camps
Year of commencement

"Greater Germany" 1941-1944 against
“|the background of contemporary
borders.of Germany and neighbouring
countries

“Wielkie Niemcy” 1941-1944 na tle
wspotczesnych granic Niemiec |
panstw sasiednich
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Fr. Kazimierz Sykulski - parish priest in Konskie, executed in 1941

in KL Auschwitz. In 1999 he was beatified by Pope John Paul ll )
among 108 martyrs of the Second World War.

Photo: Museum and Memorial Auschwitz-Birkenau in Oswiecim
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The Nazis' aim was,the total extermination of the Jews, including
Polish citizens. They were murdered in mass and individual
executions and died in ghettos and forced labour camps.

Female prisoners of Auschwitz concentration camp inside NAL The extermination camps of Auschwitz-Birkenau, Kulmhof, Betzec,
a barrack in 1945. | 1O Sobibor and Treblinka became the places of death for most of them.
Photo: AIPN REMEMBRANCE Photo: AIPN
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Northern Downtown. Burnt human remains in the gate of
a tenement house. Presumably victims of a shell explosion
fired from a Nazi rocket launcher. August 1944,

Photo: Eugeniusz Lokajski, Brok”

-----------

The courtyard of one of the burnt tenement houses

on Marszatkowska Street. 17 August 1944,
Photo: Joachim Joachimczyk ,Joachim”
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The massacre of the inhabitants of Wola was carried out by Nazi police and'military
units (including a special brigade made of criminals released from prison),

as well as by soldiers from Azerbaijan, Belarus and Russia who were part

of the collaborationist formations fighting alongside the Nazis.

Photo: public domain.



wurders took place in Lviv, Czo 1Stay
[he prisoners from Dobromil urdered ina parti
mer blows. Histor

R !

embers
he So\

of the prison in Ternopil | : enten si iPisons and camps,
’ urdered more ==& includingthe Katyn.Massacre.

L | | b h in the y _ The bodies of the victims in the courtyard of the prison
ol s A s e N P ackiego Street in L i - at tackiego Street in Lviv. In this place, as well as in other
REMEMBRANCE ' | Photo: public domain ' Lviv prisons, the Soviets murdered about 7 thousand people.
Photo: public domain
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Beginnin'g in the spring of 1&43
became the scene of a guerrilla war tha fied month after month.
In the areas of Bialystok, Nowogréde nius, Volh')';nia and central
Poland region ong groups of Soviet partisans operated alongside
Home Army (Al ad by Polish communists. Soviet
commanders V 1at in addition to fighting against the
Nazis, their task was ¢ are" the areas concerned for the arrival
of the Red Army, Polish nationalists". Although the sol-
diers of the alongside the Soviets to caﬂtureﬁnany
cities, including ) eir later fate was tragic everywhere
- th cers rested, and their subordinates were
stri of th 2apC d subsequently sent to arrests and prisons.
As tmt was anci Soviets also dropped parachute jump-
ers - D age oF: iIQccupied by the Nazis, whose job was
to gathe.infbrmation on people who could pose a threat to the new,

communist government.
-

cupied lands of Poland

VIV ¢

e

Kpt. Wiadystaw Kochanski "Bomba” -

Cichociemni, commander of a partisaP‘

AK unit in Volhynia, commander of the

defence of Huta Stepanska against at-

tacks of Ukrainian nationalists. \

Captured deceitfully in December -

1943 by Soviet partisans, he was taken

to Moscow and there sentenced for

25 years imprisonment as an " enemy
int". He served his sentence

in Kamchatka, doing slave labour ‘

inia copper mine. He only

n?naggd
( urn to Poland in 19h "
'hoto: NN Theatre (Teatr

The first victims of the action of destroying the
structures of the AK by the Soviet partisans were
the soldiers of the unit of ppor. Antoni Burzyniski

"Kmicic", operating in the area of Lake Narocz

in the Vilnius Region. On 26 August 1943.

"Kmicic" was invited for talks with the com-

mander of 1t Vilnius Soviet Partisan Brigade,

ptk. Fiodor Markow. During the talks, he was

m*dered and his subordinates were disarmed,

y . Which resulted in killing about 80 Polish
Q ’ partisans.

| i Photo: AIPN
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Remains of factory bu1|djng\/’v|tnesses of the NKVD presence oy

1 o Tl 'Y
During the nig w-o 3t0 !Q | ,- a
‘Sarny in Volhynia, ‘Red Army r once galn ﬁ
border of the Republic of Poland. In n the | ol ing 1 |
ﬁghtlng moved westwards, bring ?vere defea s t
in clashes with the Sovi}ets. In d more areas
the Red Army, a preasé scenario of" anslng" thé '
_ frbnt was carried out. L4n?¢r'bops wer ﬁﬂb ed by op
_ groups**g)jc m|I|tary counterlntelllgence MERSL—I“)- f;f fical
oolice _ (NKVD), carrﬂn t arrests of peopf?conﬂ red , :
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ng of underground organisatic ns,
| ntatives of tﬁe Iocﬂw‘htelhgentsm, people accused of
collaboration with the‘Na‘s The detainees were placed in the .
so-called special camps, which were located, among others,',__
in Biatystok, Przemysl and Skroboéw, as well as on the grounds
of the Nazi concentration camp in Majdanek. Historians estlmate;
that by mid-1945, in central Poland alone, the Soviets had: ar-
rested around 25 000 people, deporting over 16 000 ofthem to
gulagsin places such astheUrals. = |

A plaque in the seat of the Radom

Regional' Court, commemorating 4 5
employees of the judiciary, recognised "

by Soviet military counterintelligence 5

as "politically unreliable", arrested * -
and deported to the Urals. i, R

Photo: Sebastian Pigtkowski e, el :
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The walls of prisons and detention centres scattered | i s T T
across the country became silent witnesses to the joint :
action of the Germans and Soviets, who were striving
to seize full power over Polish society. It was a rule that
after the Red Army occupied a given village, officers
of the Soviet military counterintelligence ("SMERSH")
and political police (NKVD) occupied buildings that
had been vacated only a few hours earlier by officers
of the Gestapo and other Nazi police formations.
The cells in their basements were quickly filled with
prisoners considered to be enemies of the new re-
gime. It happened sometimes that people who had
previously been arrested by the Nazis ended up in the
same basement again. When the Soviets left the city
after the initial "cleansing" of the area, officers of local
structures, subordinate to the Ministry of Public

Security, took control of the buildings and the people
held there.
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A building at Kosciuszko Street in Radom - in 1939-1945
in its basement there was a Gestapo jail, and in 1945-1947
an NKVD and Public Security Office jail.

Photo: Arkadiusz Kutkowski

The basement of the building - a barred window in one of the cells
with a cut in the wall that made it impossible for the prlsoner
to pull himself up on his arms and look outside.
Photo: Arkadiusz Kutkowski
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The basement of the building - a metal door The basement of the bmldlng a door |n5|de one of the cells, on WhICh
 INSTITUTE OF to one of the cells with a distinctive peephole traces were left by prisoners arrested both during the occupation and
S0 NATIONAL through which the guard keeping watch on the in the post-war years.
& REMEMBRANCE corridor could see into the room. Photo: Arkadiusz Kutkowski 1

Photo: Arkadiusz Kutkowski




 BALANCEOF

POLISH CITIZENS VICTIMS Vige B
OF THE YEARS OF WAR AND OCCUPATION: "/ &/

6 MILLION 28 THOUSAND PEOPLE (of which
about 3 MILLION WERE OF JEWISH

NATIONALITY).

FA“.EN AND K".I.ED in military action -
644 THOUSAND.

Murdered in extermination camps, during
executions, pacifications, ghetto

liquidations - 3 WMILLION 5/7 THOUSAND.

Murdered and died in concentration
camps, forced labour camps,

efc. - 1 M".I.lﬂ" 286 THUUSAND

Died outside the camps due to
mutilations, wounds, difficult living

conditions - 521.000

I]IED 39% of doctors, 33% of general
and secondary school teachers,

30% of university employees and
scientists, 28% of priests, 26% of
lawyers

(255D INSTITUTE OF
C{ 755 ) NATIONAL
ﬂ% REMEMBRANCE




