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The Prudential building hit with a shell fired from the German heavy mortar “Karl’, 28 I{ugui1'94i.ﬂ |
Photograph: Sylwester Braun/Warsaw Rising Museum collection; =y - ‘
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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Soldiers of the 27th Home Army Infantry Division
Photograph: Public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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In view of the Red Army'’s crc;ssing the
pre-war Polish-Soviet border in Janu-
ary 1944, as part of its advance to the
West the Home Army launched Opera-
tion “Tempest’.

Its objective was to carry out sabotage
the rear of German troops, and -
henever possible - to liberate Polish
rritory by the Home Army so thatthe
riving Soviets would be met by free
oles - the hosts of their own country,
who recognized the authority of t
Polish Government in Exile, th
Polish authority dating back to
Another objective was t ect
WPolish population from the barba
the retreating German troops a

tober 1944, in the imme
f the moving frontline o

to car ps in Siberia or forably!duct-

ed mto the communist army.
A

Photograph: KSI;
colorization: Mlk‘ﬂaj Kaczmarek
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Mi ltilry commander) in or-
to cooperate with the Soviet armed forces that

Polis terrlfbry in mllltary operations agamst the coiimmon enemy.

(From the resolution of the Goyernment of the Republic of Pfolaj}d .;exi of statement to be
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dellvered by local Home Arniy commanders upon encounttermg regular Soviet troops as
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Wola, concentration of the “Fist” Battalion at the
Evangelical cemetery before the “W” hour.
Photograph: Stefan Baluk/Warsaw Uprising Muse-
um collection;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

On 31 July 1944, news came in that
the Soviet troops had broken through
the German defenses on the eastern
outskirts of Warsaw. |

------

R

Thus, the Commander of the Home
Army Gen. Tadeusz Komorowski,

“Bor” gave the order to start Opera-
tion“Tempest”inWarsaw, atW hour,
on 1 August 1944, at 17.00.

a few Days, before the Soviets ap T
rived. The Government Delegat%
Office that represented the legal I,r
Polish authorities could then cov-j F_ |
er Warsaw with civilian admlnlstr’i}.- &
tion. The Uprising leaders saw it as
the last chance for Poland to regain
independence in the last months of

the war.

Warsaw children joined the fighting. They were
runners, guides in the sewers, destroyed German
tanks with Molotov cocktails, and fought on the
barricades, arm-in-hand.

Photograph: Warsaw Rising Museum collection;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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Cf. Wieslaw Chrzanowski, “Saper”, “Gustaw” Battalion, on a balconyin Wilcza Street 16, Warsaw Center.

Photograph: Public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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1 . ; F . .
s of “Anna” Company, “Gustaw” Battalion in
ins on Krolewska Street in Northern Center.

Aim ngrsubmachine gun“Lightning” is Corporal &
d # G I.'

i -&,; - deusz Przybylowski pseudonym “Roma’; holding

X tﬂh,%)llsh pistol VIS, 2nd Lt. Henryk Ozarek pseud-

"' ﬂgﬁym “Henio’, kneeling.

n ¥ Photograph Wieslaw Chrzanowski/Warsaw Upris-
*"ﬁ ing Museum collection;

colorlzatlon“‘Mlkoiaj Kaczmarek

t .

In the early days of the fighting, the
Insurgents succeeded in seizing most
of the Center, built-up parts of Wola
and Zoliborz, aswell as small enclaves
in Ochota and Mokotow.

ong others, they captured the Pru-

‘Qen ial building (the tallest building
‘n Poland at that time, and second

\t}urope) in Napoleon Square (Now
led the Warsaw Uprising Square).

They also captured the power station

in Powisle, large German storage de-

pots full of food and uniforms in Staw-

ki St., and on 20 August - the building

of the Polish Telephone Joint-stock
" Company, PAST.

The city was under Polish civilian ad-
ministration, primarily the Govern-
ment Delegate’s Office that represent-
ed that represented the legal Polish
government in exile in London.

DOLACY!

Walka zbrojna o wyzwolenie stolicy rozpoczetal

Delegat na Kraj -- Wicepremier Rzqdu Rzeczypospolitej i
Przewodniczqcy Rady Jednoséci Narodowej w porozumieniv z
Dowédcg Armii Krajowej zdecydowali wysiqpienie zbrojne w
dniv 1.VIIL. r. b.

Trzy dni walki z okupantem przyniosly nam wielkie sukcesy
taktyczne i moralne.

Oddzialy Armii Krajowej opanowaly. tamiqc opér
okuoanta, wiekszq czeséé stolicy, wyzwalajge jed-
noczesnie w duszach Polakéw entuzjazm dla
walki i ufnosé¢ w jej powodzenie.
Cale spoleczensiwo polskie, a przede wszystkim
lud Warszawy, $pieszy ofiornie z pomocq wal-
czacym; wszyscy podporzgdkowali sie kierow=
niciwu powstania, eddajac do jego dyspozyciji
swe sily, wykazujac dyscypling moralng i wysokq
ofiarnoéé¢ w dzialaniu.
Nie jedng przeszkode napotkamy jeszcae na
drodze do zupelnego wyzwolenia. Ale zespolone
sily calego Narodu Polskiego, podporzqgdkowane
. Rzqdowi Polskiemu w Londynie, Krajowej Radzie
3 f Ministréw | Dowédey Armii Krajowej przezwycigeiq
8 je dak, jak lamiq dzi$ opér okupanta na vlicach
r" Warszawy.
Masy ludu pracuvjacego -- chlopéw, robotnikéw i

inteligencji walezg o POLSKE Demokratyczng,
‘ POLSKE sprawiedliweéci spolecznej, POLSKE ludzi
3 pracy!

Nlﬁﬂ ﬂ]f l’ﬂlSM Nl[lml)l['ﬁm

INSTITUTE O‘ n insurgent armed with the “Lighting” submachine gun takes captive g German
NATIONAL soldier. |_nra tenemnet yard on Zielna Street 34 in Northern Center. * o k.
REMEMBRANCE 'kground POWs from the PAST crew. i
: Eugeniusz Lokajski/Warsaw Rising Museum collection; .8 Proclamation of the Uprising authorities of 3 August 1944.

'_,z Mikotaj Kaczmarek




In July 1943, in the ruins of the Warsaw
ghetto the Germans set up a concentra-
tion camp - Konzentrationslager War-
schau. Citizens of Warsaw colloquially
called “Gesiéwka” (from Gesia Street,

\ along which the ‘camp walls ran). The
Germans killed there around 10,000
Poles and some 10,000 Jews.

5 August 1944, soldiers of the
“Zoska” Battalion of the
Home Army IiberN\e camp, us-
ing the capwred German,‘Panther”
tank, which tlﬂy branded “Magda”.

348 Jews were freed, with some joining'
the ranks of the fighters. After capturing
Warsaw in 1945, the Soviets detained in
“Gesiéwka”, in horrific conditions, and
murdered members of the pro- mﬁoen-
dence underground, including .I't)me
: >,
Army soldiers.

' -.'i
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“Zoska"” Battalion soldiers on 5 August 1-944'in the liberat-
ed the “Gesiowka” concentration camp. Standing from the
right: Tadeusz Milewski — “Cwik’; Juliusz Bogdan Deczkow-
ski —“Laudanski’, and Wojciech Omyla - “Woijtek”. "Cwik”
dl!d the same day, “Wojtek” - three days later. “Laudanski’,
though wounded survived the Uprising.

Photograph: public domain;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

“Gesiowka” inmates with their liberators.
Photograph: Juliusz B. Deczkowskllpu'bllc domau*

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

“Magda” tank captured by the fighters, one of the

chief protagonists of “Gesidwka” liberation. Together
with another tank, Marked “WP” was used OVALR-TIE

tonomous “Wacek” armored platoon, an element of

the “Zoska” Home Army Battalion.
Photograph: Juliusz B. Deczkowski/public domain;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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o0 suppress the Uprising Hitler de-
oloyed around 50,000 troops, with
irmor, heavy artillery, ion.
The troops included G allies:
Russians, Belarusians, U ians and
Azerbaijanis. Throughout the Upris-
ing the Nazis treated the citizens of

Enormous 124-ton German
“Karl” mortar 600 mm, firing

on Warsaw, shells that weighed
2.2 tons. The shell crater was 5
meters deep and 15 meters in
diameter.

Photograph: Public domain;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

Every inhabitant is to be Killed, take no prisoners.

Warsaw is to be levelled [...]

(Adolf Hitler upon hearing the Uprising began)

hlessly and with utmost cru-
ey murdered defenseless civil-
saswell. On 5-7 August 1944, inWola
and Ocl%he(.ie?rmans and their allies
committed acts of mass genocide, mur-

dering around 50,000 inhabitants.

Victims of German atrocities in Marszalkowska Street 111.
Photograph: public domain; colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

One of the most ruthless criminal
German formations in Warsaw
was the SS brigade commanded
by Oskar Dirlewanger, made up
of murderers, thieves and other
criminals. In the picture: Dirle-
wanger’s bandits in Focha Street,
Warsaw.

Photograph: Public domain;
colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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ve were losing

- of

" .
undred meters was

dies, soﬁié'g/ere clutching atour

legs or clo -hg{. Eventually, we reached

~ the first barricade. We were almost up

to our heads in the water, but we made
-t |

'* (Sergeant Cadet Jerzy Zapadko pseudonym “Mir-

ski’, “Parasol” Home Army Battalion)

The sewers came to symbolize the
Warsaw Uprising. Initially, They were
used by the fighters for communica-
tion between city districts separated
by the Germans. In the second stage
of the Uprising, they were the only
evacuation route for soldiers and
civilians. Wandering underground
took place in horrific conditions: in
the dark, stench and streams of sew-
age. Germans threw in grenades and
poured burning gasoline. Many War-
saw dwellers died there. The survi-
vors recall the sewers as the most
traumatic episode of the Uprising.
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...]. Ihe next one ‘
endless hOWRe climbet onslipperyhu-

THE SEWERS

"

27 Septe?#ﬁ?’r* _a'figh.@g_l ing the se\ ,_-'
kowa Street in Mokotéw, straight into Germa
Day, in two exécu’gions, the Germans m'u.:l_;dered :]
captured Home Army soldiers who were gettingll
sewers. Photograph: Bundesarchiv CC-BY-3.0;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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Photograph: Artur “Nietoperz” Gaca

One of the sewers used during the Uprising ran under Karowa Strgc in the City Center. Contemporary photograph.
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AIR DROPS

The only real help for the fight-
ers was the air drops in containers
on parachutes by allied aircraft tak-
ing off from bases in southern Italy
and Great Britain. The flights were
extremely exhausting, difficult and
dangerous for the airmen from Po-
land, the USA and from the British
Empire. At least 220 lost their life.
Nevertheless, during the Uprising,
306 allied aircraft dropped on the
fighting city 159 tons of weaponry,
medicines and provisions. It was
a blood in the ocean, but any kind . Foe o -

) ar Brindisi ir: southern Italy. B-24 Liberator GR-S 65 omb#_ew‘aﬂoignie'm- Szostak
of help was precious for the Varso- pecial Squadron, bringing help to the fighting Wafl;r?ﬂl 5 August 1944, having droppedits .
vians, and it also had an enormous delivery, the aircraft was shot down by the Germans near Bochnia.—l-\l-l-t-heﬂgerishea'._l-\.ﬁopyﬁf this aircraft with certain orig-
moral importance. The Soviet air inal part installed is displayed in the Warsaw Risin*‘*fﬂl-m. - 4 A - - ;
force also tried to supply Warsaw Photograph: Warsaw Risir_rg Museum collection; c_'blorizhti;\q:.ll\.llikoiaj Kaczmarek d - ﬂj.

by air but the cases with weapons, — | ¥ - ol -
without parachutes crashef_i.gn-illh- . > : ‘
_'gact with the ground.
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AGUE

or you, O scarlet plague
m the Black Death:

?

shanged and

s undetr-

Dgans.

you knel at

e wish you'd peris

How we shake your hand from impotence,
Seeking aid from a criminal.

If only you knew how much it hurts,

For us, the children of a free and sacred country
To fix the shackles of your cursed mercy

That reeks of the yoke of ancient slavery.
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If only you knew, O hangman of our forebears
And grim legend of Siberian jails

How everyone here will curse your kindness -
And all of us Slavs, all your kin.

Your victorious scarlet army

Has stopped beneath Warsaw'’s fiery clouds
And like a vulture with a carcass sates itself
On a handful of madmen, who are dying on the
ruins.

We await you, not for us soldiers
Or for our thousands of wounded.

[

-




In wew of the tragic S|tuat|on of the ci-
+l|ar; populatlon and no hope for out-
Slde help, In the evening of 2 October, at
'-‘-*' > Qzarow Mazowiecki, cessation of hostili-
u"-'ﬁ“hré‘s in Warsaw was ﬂghed The Germans
Agreed to recognize the combatant sta- -
é‘% Of Home Army soldiers, and refrain
~ from applying coIIectlve responsibility
on the civilian populatlon Warsaw |n-
habitan:
to take movable propétty, such as valu-
ables The occupiers committed them-
selves to leave untouched the remaining
public and private property, particularly
that of high historical, cultural or spiritu-

:""F'I'a;g"with bullet holes on the roof of the Tour-
~ ist Home on Starynkiewicza Square in the last

—days of the Uprising.

Photograph Zygmunt Walkowski’s collection;

a‘ﬁ&krokethep[owsm.s

1 ent.The | inued to ¢
cutions, an -Jir In to desiroﬁhe

out exe

~ city on a systemz -.-' ass- sjcqa_le
lunc ,arson and b:ka ving up buil lings.
- With extreme prejudl g h-e Germans de-

stroyed palace
~ seums, archi

hes, statutes, mu-

. ?iB'rh’afrie_s.'

We were leaving Wafsdw,-"‘f'di-;eady with-
out weapoi & ut with aur head held high,
in lockstep, in fours. We passed a group of

an officers. They starec
at the insurgent army, which they were un-
able to beat for sixty-three days which de-
stroyed pIe“anks and caused
enormouslosses,andnow marchedin lock-
step proudly, as ifthey had won | heard one
of them say aloud to his men: Stolze Polen
(proud Poles).

(Andrzej Janicki pseudonym “Zulinski’, platoon lead-
er,“Warszawianka” Company Home Army “Chrobry II”

Group).
Ihe-ﬁghters awaiting marching orders
Into captivity
INSTITUTE OF : . After the inhabitants were driven out, the Germans methodically
NATIONAL 4 October 1944, Sniadeckich Street,

plundered, burned and blew up, apartment by apartment, house

City Cent
REMEMBRANCE - o ; after house...
Photograph: Edward Wojciechowski
Photograph: Bundesarchiv. CC-BY-3.0;

colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek

Warsaw Rising Museum collection;
Colorization: Mikotaj Kaczmarek
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Under com’mﬂgt rule, Eheriihihg the
memory of_iﬂ:ﬂarsaw' Uprising was
a form of social resistance against the
regime Installed by the Soviets. Un-
derground ﬁ’;}b[rfeations were issued,
postcards, leaflets, stamps, anniversa-
ries of the heroic uprising of 1944 were
celebrated. 36 years later, the ideals of
the fighters were embraced by a new
generation of E@I;grs; who in August
1980 created theﬂ'S_d?Ha rity movement,

choosing non—Mi'n their fight for

freedom. Y

Underground stamps of Solidarity Post
“Photograph: KARTA o4

L

1 August 2005 on Powazkowski Cemetery, W. It is imno ' , _
] F | LY -. - - ] N \ P
fliotograplgy % ofPolanc 1 1944 an unequal battle against
S < ‘the aggre hich it was abandoned by the al-
. . . L o il E s B { b N
lied powe as & url(d under lWi) ruins .,
= . 'I"-.* . .l"':-'-" : .I |
. oF I der th?se same ruins there

ior with his cross that s in
dmiescie. It is impqssiﬂ‘!
)m Stanislaus in Skalka
2 apply to themthat

rion thatis called Jesus Chist. |
N\ |

(Fragment homilii papieza Jana’ wtg "’v C ) ej 2 czerwca 1979r. Q Warsaw, 2 June 1979.
3 iy)

w Warszawie, podczas jego pierwszej pielo r 0jcz Photograph: PAP
,.4\\ AR

to understand the histc
to Maximilian Kolbe at Os wie
same single fundamental

gfront of the ch at owsl
J

Pope John Paul Il on Zwyciestwa Square
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e Warsaﬁ Uprlsmg of 1944 |sfkne f the
ant events in Polish history. In view of the h}l an losses
suffered by the Poles the decisi to start fighting re-

“'mains a point of delpa_rge %i-heated polemi _
~ ThePolish side ﬁe German side -

n up after the fall of the Uprising |

ent of King %ﬂ;nd column

1e Royal Castle in War
ans. In the f
ph: Marcin Wolagiewi

public domain;

F
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G 20 INSTITUTE OF ! .
”i,l Y N5 NATIONAL *._. Warsaw 1946. Bottom right: the tallest building in pre-war Poland - Prudential.
: REMEMBRANCE
; Photograph: NAC/ public domain; colorization: l\l/likoiaj Kaczmarek
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