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itold Pilecki is one of the bravest
heroes of World War |l. He came
from a noble family of the Leliwa
coat of arms. His grandfather, Jozef
Pilecki, was exiled to Siberia for
taking part in the January Uprising,
and the family property in the area
of Novogrudok (Nowogrodek) was
oartially confiscated. Witold Pileck
was porn on 13 May 1901 in Olonets
(Otoniec), Russia, where his father,
Julian, was a forester. In 1910, he
moved to Vilnius (Wilno) with his
mother and siblings.

< The portrait of Witold Pilecki wearing
a uniform

I The collection of the Pilecki family
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N Witold Pilecki as
a scout (first on the
right), Oryol (Orzet)
town by the Oka
River (Russia), 1917/
3 The collection of
the Pilecki family
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/N Certificate for scout activities of
Witold Pilecki
D3 CAW (Central Military Archives)




The Borderl

N Badge of 13th Uhlan
Regiment
D Public domain

< The entry of Polish troops
into Vilnius in April 1919
D CAW
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< Leadersof the partisan unit
commanded by the Dambrowski
orothers. Cavalry Captain Jerzy

Dgmbrowski “tupaszka” sits on the right
0 CAW
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I have found joy knowing that
I wanted to fight.

N Pilecki - a student at the Joachim Lelewel
Gymnasium, 1919
B3 The collection of the Pilecki family




N Granting orders
to distinguished lancers,

1921
0 CAW
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N Cavalry marching out of Warsaw, 1920
0 CAW



I n February 1921, Witold Pilecki joined
the National Security Association
(ZBK), where he attended a non-
commissioned officer course and
became the commandant-instructor
of the ZBK unit in Svencionéliai (Nowe
Swieciany).

He also began his studies at the
Stefan Batory University, at the Faculty
of Fine Arts. Due to the difficult financial
situation of his family, he was forced
to stop his education and, in September
1926, he became the owner of his
family’s estate in Sukurcze.

In 1926, was promoted to the rank
of Second Lieutenant. Almost every
vear, he participated in the drills of the
26th Greater Poland Uhlan Regiment
iNn Baranowicze, and from 1951, he took
poart in the drills in the Cavalry Training
Centre in Grudzigdz.
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The guardian of
the Polish borderland

— Witold
Pilecki in front
of the house In
Sukurcze with
his dog Neron
D The
collection of the
Pilecki family

~ Pilecki wearing the uniform of the N Youth Rally of the Lida District
National Security Association D The collection of the Pilecki family
I The collection of the Pilecki family






Septembe

< Witold Pilecki 1939
3 The collection of the
Pilecki family

v Cavalry in action
D CAW




The Secret
Polish Army

fter reaching Warsaw, which was

occuplied by Germany, Second
Lieutenant Witold Pilecki contacted
Major Jan Wtodarkiewicz to establish
an underground organisation to con-
tinue the fight for independence. Odn
9 November 1939, during a meeting in
the apartment of Eleonora Ostrowska,
a sister-in-law of Second Lieutenant
Pilecki, a decision was made to create
a military underground organisation -
the Secret Polish Army (TAP). The fol-
lowing day the conspirators took the
organisational oath.

Major Jan Wtodarkiewicz “Drawicz”
became the commander of TAP, while
Second Lieutenant Witold Pilecki
“Witold” took the position of the in-
spector of the organisational unit and
chief of staff. In Warsaw, Witold Pileck
was hiding under a nickname Tomasz
Serafinski.

N Witold Pilecki with Major Wtodarkiewicz
¥ The collection of the Pilecki family




N Second Lieutenant Witold Pilecki as
Tomasz Serafinski - the prisoner in the
Auschwitz Concentration Camp no. 4859
D The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum
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N Escapees from Auschwitz: Jan N Prisoner registration card of Tomasz
Serafinski - the prisoner in the Auschwitz

Redzej, Lieutant Witold Pilecki and
Fdward Ciesielski, Nowy Wisnicz, Concentration Camp no. 43859. His real name
was Witold Pilecki

summer 19435
I The collection of the Pilecki family D The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum

N Entrance gate to the Auschwitz N Camp barracks in the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp

Concentration Camp
) The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum ) The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum
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Many times, while staying in Auschwitz,

(...) we said that if any of us got out of
there alive it would be a miracle, and
it would be difficult for that person

to communicate with the people who
lived normal life during that time.

N Auschwitz 1943 e >0y INSTITUTE
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The Warsa
Uprising

< A flag on the Tourist House during the
Warsaw Uprising
D The Warsaw Uprising Museum

\ Post office
D The Warsaw Uprising Museum

N Post office during the Warsaw Uprising
D The Warsaw Uprising Museun:
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N Badge of the
Polish 2nd Corps

I The Archive

of the Institute

of National
Remembrance (AIPN)

N Witold Pilecki in Rome, 1945,
D The collection of the Pilecki family

<& Witold Pilecki after his liberation from Murnau
D The collection of the Pilecki family
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N Pilecki’s report from Poland
for the West, 1946
0 AIPN

< Witold Pilecki after 1946

3 The collection of the Pilecki
family
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Trial and
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N Witold Pilecki's group in the dock
3 National Digital Archives
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— View of the Mokotow Pris.on
) The collection of Jacek Pawitowicz
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I tried to live my life in such a way
that at the hour of my death
I would rather rejoice than fear.
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and
emoration

N Exhumations in the £ section of the
Powqzki Military Cemetery
D Piotr Zycienski

RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA POSTANOWIE
NIEM

z dnia 27 lipca 2006 r.

LEGITYMACJA | mt:i:;’:”m

odznaczony zostaf
posmiertnie

ORDEREM ORLA BIALEGO

PREZYDENT
Warszawa RZECZYPOSPO OLSKIE]

dnia 27 lipca 2006 r




View more exhibitions from the series on:
www.edukacja.ipn.gov.pl
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