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W 1942 . do Afryki Wschodniej i Poludniowej przybyly pierwsze transporty z polskimi uchodzcami. tacznie,
w latach 1942-1952 na terenach obecnych: Tanzanii, Ugandy, Kenii, Zambii, Zimbabwe i RPA mieszkato
ok. 20 000 Polakéw. Wszyscy oni trafili do Afryki w wyniku tragicznych wydarzen Il wojny Swiatowej.

Polska we wrzesniu 1939 r. zostala zaatakowana i podzielona przez dwéch okupantéw: Niemcy i Rosje
Sowiecka (Zwiazek Sowiecki, ZSRS). W latach 1940-1941 Sowieci (Rosjanie i inne narody ZSRS) deportowali
Z zajetych przez siebie terendw setki tysiecy Polakéw — w giab paristwa Stalina, gtéwnie na Syberie i obszar
dzisiejszego Kazachstanu. Cztery masowe deportacje byly szczegélnie dotkliwa forma represji. Aby pozbyé sie
polskich obywateli i zajac ich majatek, wywozono cate rodziny. Polacy, aby przezyc na zestaniu, pracowali
bardzo ciezko na przykiad przy wyrebie lasu w mroznej Syberii, czy na stepie w kazachskiej czesd ZSRS. Mréz,
mordercza praca (takie dzieci), gtod, strach, upodienie, choroby, Smieré — byly codziennoscia polskich
zestancow, zwyczajowo nazywanych ,Sybirakami”.

Sytuacja polskich Sybirakéw zmienita sie w 1941 r., po wybuchu wojny miedzy Niemcami a Rosja Sowiecka.
Jej nastepstwem bylo podpisanie polsko — sowieckiego uktadu. Na jego mocy ludnos¢ polska w ZSRS zostala
objeta tzw. amnestia, a wiec w praktyce — zezwolono na opuszczenie przez nig dotychczasowych miejsc
zestania. Mogtlo tez formowac¢ sie tam polskie wojsko, nad ktérym dowddztwo objal gen. Wiadystaw Anders.
Na potudnie Zwiazku Sowieckiego, gdzie organizowata si¢ armia, ruszyly wiec tysiace polskich obywateli. Byli
to meiczyini, a nawet kilkunastoletni chlopcy, ktérzy chcieli zacdiagna¢ sie do wojska oraz kobiety, dziedi,
mezczyini niezdolni do stuzby, liczacy na to, ze razem z wojskiem opuszcza ZSRS. Smieré zbierata olbrzymie
Zniwo. Polski szlak na potudnie Zwigzku Sowieckiego znaczyly tysiace mogit zestaricow... Ci, ktorzy
nie zdecydowali sie na te ryzykowna podréz, musieli przetrwac na zestaniu kolejne, dugie lata, zanim
po zakoriczeniu wojny mogli powréci¢ do Polski.

(i, ktorzy podjeli ryzyko i przezyli - dotarli do wolnego swiata. W 1942 r. na skutek uméw miedzy polskim
rzadem emigracyjnym a aliantami, do Iranu (gtéwnie przez Morze Kaspijskie) przetransportowana zostata
armia polska w liczbie ok. 80 000 ludzi. Razem z nig Zwiazek Sowiecki opuscito tez ok. 40 000 cywilow.
Na Bliskim Wschodzie dla polskiej miodziezy zorganizowano Szkoty Junackie i Miodszych Ochotniczek,
a zolierze odbywali stuzbe i przechodzili szkolenia. Wiekszos¢ z nich, w szeregach 2 Korpusu Polskiego pod
dowddztwem gen. Wiadystawa Andersa wyruszyta na front wioski. Zastyneli walkami o Monte Cassino,
Ankone oraz wyzwoleniem Bolonii. Natomiast ludnos¢ cywilna, ktéra poczatkowo przybyta do Iranu,
na podstawie migdzynarodowych ustalen znalazta schronienie gléwnie w takich krajach jak: Indie, Nowa
Zelandia, Meksyk. Najwiecej, bo okoto 20 000 polskich cywiléw trafito do Afryki Wschodniej i Potudniowe;j.

W Afryce zatozono kilka osrodkéw, skupiajacych polskie wiadze oraz ok. 20 osiedli dla polskiej ludnosdi,
z ktérych najwiekszymi byly: Tengeru w Tanzanii (6wczesna Tanganika) oraz Masindi i Koja w Ugandzie.
Po tragedii zycia w Rosji Sowieckiej, w Afryce zyde polskich uchodicow powoli wracato do normalnosdi.
Rozwijato sie polskie szkolnictwo (w 1945 r. w 47 szkotach réznego stopnia uczyto si¢ ponad 7 500 dzieci)
i preznie dzialato harcerstwo (w 1945 r. w 82 druzynach i 61 gromadach zuchowych zrzeszonych byto ok. 4 000
skautow). Dzieci odzyskiwaty utracone dzieciistwo. Rozwijato sie Zycie religijne i kulturalne (organizowano
przedstawienia teatralne, dziataly chéry i orkiestry, uroczyscie obchodzono polskie $wieta narodowe
i religijne). Stosunki Polakow z miejscowa ludnoscia byly przyjazne. Po przezyciach na zestaniu, Afryka stata
sie dla ludnosci polskiej ,rajem”, miejscem, gdzie bezpiecznie mogta przeczekac wojne.

| Zabudowania mieszkalne przeznaczone dla polskich obywateli
deportowanych na tereny Kazachskiej SRS.

Maria i Bronistaw Zotdakowie ze zmartym synkiem |0
w drodze na potudnie ZSRS.

Na przetomie lat 40. i 50. XX w. mieszkaricy polskich osiedli musieli opusci¢ Afryke. Wszyscy bardzo tesknili
za ojczyzna i czekali na powrét do wolnej Polski. Ich losy jednak potoczyly sie inaczej. Polacy stracili swoje domy
rodzinne, znajdowaly si¢ one bowiem na wschodnich terenach przedwojennej Polski (tzw. Kresach
Wschodnich), ktore po 1945 r. na state zostaty wiaczone do Rosji Sowieckiej. Ponadto Polska znalazta sie pod
rzadami komunistéw, wiec tylko czes¢ osob pod koniec lat 40. XX w. i na poczatku 50. XX w., zdecydowata sie na
powrét do kraju. Wiekszos¢ wybrata zycie na emigracji — w Wielkiej Brytanii, Australii, Kanadzie czy USA.

Dzi$ o obecnosci polskiej ludnosci cywilnej w Afryce w latach 40. XX w. swiadcza gléwnie pozostate po niej
cmentarze i koscioly. Opieke nad nimi sprawuja Sybiracy - byli mieszkaicy osiedli, polscy misjonarze,
przedstawicielstwa dyplomatyczne Rzadu Polskiego, a takze instytucje w Polsce, w tym Ministerstwo Kultury i
Dziedzictwa Narodowego, Instytut Pamied Narodowej oraz Centrum Dokumentadji Zsytek, Wypedzeii i Przesiedlen
Uniwersytetu Pedagogicznego w Krakowie. Dzieki ich wspolnym staraniom, polskie Nekropolie w Afryce Wschodnieji
Potudniowej s3 regularnie poddawane renowacji. W ramach tych prac wykonuje si¢ takie dokumentacje
fotografizng, filmowa oraz kartograficzng istniejacych do dzis obiektéw oraz badania w archiwach.
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In 1942, the first transport of Polish refuge arrived in East and South Africa. In total, in the years
1942-1952, about 20,00 Poles lived in the areas of today’s Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia, Zimbabwe and
South Africa. All of them arrived up in Africa as a result of the tragic events of World War Il

In September, 1939, Poland was attacked and divided by two occupiers: Germany and Soviet Russia (the Soviet
Union, USSR). In the years 1940-1941, the Soviet (Russians and other nations of the USSR) deported hundreds
of thousands of Poles from the territories they had occupied ~ into the depths of Stalin’s territory, mainly to Siberia
and the area of today’s Kazakhstan. The four mass deportations were a particularly severe form of repression.
In order to get rid of Polish citizens and seize their property, whole families were deported. In order to survive
in exile, Poles worked very hard, for example, felling forests in icy Siberia or on the steppes of the Kazakh part
of the USSR. Freezing temperatures, murderous work also child labour, hunger, fear, humiliation, diseases,
death - were the everyday life of Polish exiles, usually called "Sybiraks".

However, the situation for Polish Sybiraks changed in 1941, when Germany and Soviet Russia went to war. the
consequence of this was the signing of the Polish-Soviet pact. Under the terms of this agreement the Polish
population in the USSR was given a so-called amnesty, allowing them to leave thier places of exile. The
Poles were also allowed to form an army under the command of General Wiadystaw Anders. As a result,
thousands of Polish citizens travelled to the south of the Soviet Union, where the army was organizing.
They were men and even teenagers who wanted to enlist, as well as woman, children and men unfit for service,
all hoping that they could leave the USSR with the army. However, death continued its enormous toll. The Polish
route to the south of the Soviet Union was marked by thousands of graves of exiles... Those who did not decide
on this risky journey had te survive in exile for additional long years before they could return to Poland after
the end of the war.

Those who took the risk and survived reached the free world. In 1942, as a result of agreements between the
Polish goverment-in-exile and the Allies, some 80,000 Polish troops were transported to Iran (mainly across
the Caspian Sea) About 40,000 civilians also left the Soviet Union. In the Middle East, schools for youth
army volunteers were organized - "Junkas” for Boys and "Young Volunteers” for girls, While soldiers
performed various duties and underwent training. The majority of those soldiers set off for the italian front in
the ranks of the Polish 2nd Crops under the command of General Wiadystaw Anders. They became famous for the
battles for Monte Cassino, Ancona and the liberation of Bologna. On the other hand, thanks to international
arrangements, Polish refugees who initiality arrived in Iran found refuge mainly in countries such as India, New
Zealand and Mexico. The biggest number, about 20,000, went to East and South Africa.

In Africa, several centres were established for Polish authorities, as well as about 20 settlements for the Polish
population, with the largest in Tengeru in Tanzania (then Tanganyika) and Masindi and Koja in Uganda. After the
tragedy of life in Soviet Russia, in Africa the lives of Polish refugees slowly returned to normal. Polish education
developed (in 1945, over 7,500 children studied in 47 schools of various levels) and scouting was active {in 1945,
there were about 4,000 scouts in 82 troops and 61 packs). Children regained thier lost childhood.
Religious and cultural life flourished (theatre performances were organized, choirs and orchestras operated,
Polish national and religious holidays were solemnly celebrated). The relations between Poles and the local
population were friendly. After the experiences in exile, Africa became a paradise for the Polish people, a place
where they could safely wait out the war.

| Residential housing intended for Polish citizens
deported to the territory of the Kazakh SSR.

Maria and Bronistaw Zotdak with their deceased son, |/
on the route to the southern USSR. |

In late 1940s and early 1950s, the inhabitants of these Polish settlements had to leave Africa. Everyone
missed their homeland very much and waited for the return to a free Poland. However, it did not turn out for
them this way. These Poles lost their family homes because they were located in the eastern territories of
pre-war Poland (the so-called Eastern Borderlands), which after 1945 were pernamently incorporated into
In late 1940s and early 1950s, the inhabitants of these Polish settlements had to leave Africa. Everyone
Soviet Russia. Moreover, Poland came inder communist rule, so only a fraction of refuges decided to return to
their native land. Most of them chose to live in exile — in Great Britain, Australia, Canada or the USA.

Today, the presence of Polish civilians in Africa during the 1940s is mainly evidenced by the remaining cemeteries
and churches. They are looked after by Sybiraks — former residents of the settlements, as well as Polish
missionaries, diplomatic representives of the Polish Government and institutions in Poland, including the Ministry of
Culture and National Heritage, Institute of National Remembrance and the Centre for Documentation of Deportations,
Expulsions and Resettlement of the Pedagogical University in Krakow. Thanks to their joint efforts, Polish cemeteries in
East and South Africa are reqularly restored. As part of this work, photographic, film and cartographic documentation of
existing objects, as well as archival research, are carried out.
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7 Polish children in exile The Swic family on the beach
" iin the Kazakh SSR. in Pahlevi {Iran) after
evacuation from the USSR.

Parade during the visit of Prime Minister
and Commander-in-Chief Gen. Wadystaw
Sikorski, Qastina, Palestine, June 28, 1943.
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