LODZ 71

DEGEMBER 1910

In December 19170, violent workers' protests against rising food prices broke out on the Coast. The regulations introduced before
0 N TH E PO I_I S H C 0 AST Christmas were an attempt to save the Polish economy, which was on the brink of crisis. On 14 December, the Gdansk Shipyard

went on strike. A general strike was announced the following day. It was joined by the Gdynia Shipyard, and later by workers from

the Tri-City, Elblag, Stupsk and Szczecin.
The confrontational policy of Wtadystaw Gomutka, the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers'
Party, towards the workers led to street protests, clashes with the Militia and arrests. In the evening of 15 December, desperate
demonstrators set fire to the Provincial Committee of the Polish United Workers' Party in Gdansk. When it seemed that there was
a chance for the shipyard workers to return to work, in the morning of 1/ December, military-backed Militia fired at people going
to their first shift to the Komuna Paryska Shipyard in Gdynia. 10 people were killed and several hundred were injured. After the
(dynia massacre and repressions on the inhabitants of the Tri-City, the protests intensified in Szczecin.

The events on the Coast contributed to the changes in the Party authorities. Gomutka was replaced by a more reconciliatory
Edward Gierek. However, despite the government's talks with workers in the Szczecin Shipyard and another wave of strikes in
January 1971, the price increases were not withdrawn.

To pacify the workers protests, the communists had used 27,000 soldiers, 9,000 militiamen, 550 tanks, /50 armored

nersonnel carriers, 108 planes and helicopters, 150,000 units of chemical supplies. A total of 46 thousand bullets had been fired.
(IPN’s Archive in Gdansk)

According to official data, the victims of the pacification
on the Coast totalled: 45 people killed, 116 wounded, 2,989 arrested.
(IPN’s Archive in Gdansk)
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tODZ-THE CITY OF WOMEN

In 19171, 155,000 people lived in todz, including 455,000 women, 89,000
of whom worked in the textile industry (which constituted about 3/4 of
the total number of people employed in this branch of production), hence
the name "todz — the city of women®. Compared to other industrial
centers, the living and working conditions in todz were difficult. Due to
their poor condition, 40% of the plant facilities and machinery, dating
back to the 19th century, should in fact have been either replaced or
demolished.

The earnings of workers in todz reached approximately 80 % of the
salaries in large Polish cities. Work in the so-called light industry posed
a health risk and resulted in occupational diseases such as
pneumoconiosis and hearing loss. Hard working and living conditions
resulted in the highest infant mortality rate in Poland. Sheltered
workshops for pregnant women began to appear in tddz factories only at
the end of the 1910s. The city, full of destroyed 19th century buildings,
was polluted with smoke from factory chimneys.

During a single shift a weaver working by the loom covered

a total distance of about 12 kilometers in cotton dust, humidity,
high temperature and noise up to 110 decibels.

(Archives of the Museum of the Factory in todz)

A panorama of todz with the characteristic chimneys of textile plants and No. 2 Heat and Power Plant (EC-2).
(Source: Najdfuzsze pat wieku, edited by Krzysztof G. Latocha, Artur Ossowski, Pawet Spodenkiewicz,
Magdalena Zapolska-Downar, todz 2013)
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THE £ODZ STRIKE
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Workers protests in the Coast did not generate broader support on the part of the workers intodz. However, dissatisfaction with
low wages and the rise in prices was growing among them. Finally, the anticipated wage cuts due to a failure to meet production
standards in the textile industry led to an outbreak.

On 10 February 1911, the Stomil Rubber Industry Plant and the Julian Marchlewski Cotton Industry Plant went on strike. In the
following six days, 30 more plants joined in the protest. Women constituted the majority of the 55,000 strikers. The protests
soon turned into sit-in strikes.

The attention of the authorities focused on the largest factories in todz, named after J. Marchlewski and Obroncow Pokoju.
A joint Party and government delegation with Prime Minister Piotr Jaroszewicz and representatives of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Polish United Workers' Party arrived in todz. The determination of the women working in the textile
industry exhibited during the talks finally forced the authorities to make concessions and reject the option of quelling the
women's strike. It would have been a disaster for the image of the new ruling team in Poland, which had built its position on the
wave of criticism of the massacre of workers on the Coast. On 5 February, after returning to Warsaw, Prime Minister Jaroszewicz
announced his decision to withdraw from price increases.
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The Julian Marchlewski Cotton Industry Plant in todz was the largest factory complex in the city, employing 9,000 people.
The photo portrays the weaving mills. Today, these facilities house the Manufaktura Shopping Center.
(Archives of the Museum of the Factory in todz)

Security Service reports drafted for the Ministry of the Interior, describing

ooy, o ey, - :-Zf" the first days of strikes in tddz, 10-11 February 1971
otk ortare (IPN’s Archive in t0dz)
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SIREET PROTESTS
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On 15 February, after the end of talks with the government delegation, which made vague promises to improve the conditions, the
strike spread to two more textile plants and 17 others. The strikers were afraid of attempts to break their resistance, for example
by turning off the heating in the facilities, and threatened to go out into the streets.

That evening, a crowd of demonstrators gathered at the gate of the Marchlewski plant in Ogrodowa Street. In the following hours
the crowd grew to about 1000 people. The protesters blocked the streets surrounding the factory and stopped trams and cars.
The Gitizen’s Militia partially dispersed the demonstrators, who then went to the seat of the t6dz Committee of the Polish United
Workers' Party. Ultimately, the demonstration was stopped in the vicinity of Kosciuszki and Zamenhofa Streets. The clashes
between the demonstrators and the police ended after midnight. About 30 people were detained.

The information that the price increase would be withdrawn reached todz during street demonstrations, in practice putting an
end to the protests and strikes. They finally died out on 17 February.

What the shipyard workers from the Tri-City and Szczecin did not manage to accomplish was achieved by the women of todz,
employed in the textile industry.
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W godzinach wieczorowych do grupy oséb przebywajg-
cych przed wejsSciem ZPB im,Marchlewskiego przy ul.Ogrodowej zaczg-
y doXgczaé niewielkie grupy miodych mezZczyzn. W niediugim czasie
Yiczba ich osiggneia okolo 200 oséb. Nawoiywali oni robotnikow
znajdujacych sie na terenie Zak*addéw do wyjscia na ulice i zamani-
festowania swojego niezadowolenia. Wezwania ich zostaly odrzucone,
gdyz dziatanie tej grupy nie miazo nic wspdlnego ze stanowiskiem
zatogi. Wobec odmowy robotnikéw grupa chuligandw przeniosia sie
na skrzyzowanie ulic Zachodniej i Ogrodowej. Zgczeto wynosiét
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Ofiar wsrdéd funkcjonariuszy nie zanotowano.

Zastosowane Srodki przez funkcjonariuszy MO doprowadziiy do przy-
wrdcenia w omawianym rejonie normalnego ruchu.

Zdecydowana postawa funkcjonariuszy przywracajgcych naruszony
porzadek spotkala si¢ z powszechng aprobatg spoleczenstwa.

Bezpoérednioc w czasie zajsé zatrzymano na terenie
m.Eodzi 24 osoby, w tym 10 jako podejrzanych o zakidécanie spokoju
10 o obrzucanie kamieniami, 2 o zniewage funkcjonariuszy, 2 0 CZy
ng napasé na funkcjonariuszye.

Sposréd 24 zatrzymanych, 4 osoby nie mialy staiego
zrbdta utrzymania /nie pracowaily/. Wsréd osob pracujacych, Zadna
z nich nie byla zatrudniona w ZPB im.Marchlewskiego. Dziewigl
0s6b byio znanych MO jako karane sgdownie lub przez Kolegia EK=A
za rbézne przestepstwa i wykroczenia, w tym 4 dziatajace w warun

tawki z parku im.Bieruta i pojemniki na smieci z pobliskich po- kach recydywye

sesji, ktére ustawianc w poprzek Jezdni i torowisk tramwajowych.
Spowodowato to zatrzymanie tramwajow i pojazdow samochodowych.
Jednoczeénie obserwowanc systematyczne powiekszanie si¢ Tej grupy,

Wiek zatrzymanych ksztaituje sig¢ nastepujgco:

E 2 . : - do lat 20 - 4 osoby
do ktore]j zaczail dolgczal element z rejonu dzielnicy baiuckie] ol 20 = 55 1ot -, 9 oEbb
i srbébdmiejskiej. W niediugim czasie podobna sytuacja wytworzyzis od 25 = 30 lat = 2 osoby

' krzyzowaniu ulic Nowomiejskiej, Ogrodowej i Poinocnej. _
sie na skrzyzowaniu c omiejskiej, Og J J - ponad 30 lat = 9 o0séb

Tium stopniowo powiekszal sie o pasaZerdw zmuszonych do opuszcze-
nia zatrzymanych tramwajoéw i autobuséw. Wielkosé tiumu mozZna
oceniaé w tym czasie na okolo 1000 - 1200 o0sdb.

Pewna grupa o0séb /okoXo 500 przeniosia sig¢ w rejon Pl.Wolnosci

i stamtgd udala sie érodkiem jezdni ulicy Piotrkowskiej w kierunku

' - &pi "Mied odowke™,. Grupa ta zostaia roz— : :

zez pododdziat ZOMO w rejonie ulic 22-go Lipca i Tuwim=2 ; :
Ei:;zzzZiEieePrzcuwnikéw Wyﬂzialu.Kiyminalnegu EMiD Pi rozZprosze=— pes anowil skierowaé postgpowania na tryb zwykiy. Wzgledem > 0sOL
. - ioski do Kolegium E-A. Po przeprowadzeniu rozmow
niu tej grupy pododdzialy ZOMO zostaly skierowane do rozproszenia skierowano wnioskl d 6 P $
tiumu w rejonie ulic Ogrodowa = Zachodnia.
Przed wkroczeniem pododdziaidédw zwartych tium stopniowo malai.
Na miejscu pozostaly jedynie grupy chuliganskie.

Po wstepnej analizie materialodw, przeciwko 11 osobom
wszczeto dochodzenia, w wyniku czego 9 0s6b zostailo aresztowanych
a wobec 2 zastosowano dozdér MO, 3 osoby w trybie przyspieszonym

 gkierowano do sgdu, gdzie jedna osoba skazana zostaia na kare

profilaktycznych 5 0s6b zostaio zwolnionych.
Niezaleznie 0d powyZszego wszystkie osoby zatrzymane zarejestro-
wano w kartotekach milicyjnych jako element chuligaisko = warchol

ski,

Zaznaczyé nalezy, iZz dziaiania funkcjonariuszy
MO spotkaly sie z czynnym oporem elementu chuligafhskiego, ktory
uzyi przeciwnko nim kamieni i innych niebezpiecznych narzgdzi.

The demonstrators were portrayed in police reports as hooligans,

not as people fighting for the country's freedom.
(IPN’s Archive in todz)
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A\ Photos of people detained on 15-16 February in todz, taken
by the Citizens’ Militia.

(IPN’s Archive in todz)
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