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A Polish young cadet, Middle East (Photo: AIPN)
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The German attack on Poland on 1 September 1939 initiated the Second World War.
Two days later, Poland's allies - Great Britain and France - declared war on Germany.
On 17 September 1939, the Soviet Union attacked the Republic of Poland, in this way
fulfilling the provisions of an agreement concluded between the USSR and the German
Reichon 23 August 1939 (Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact).Itssecret protocol drafted the division
of Poland and defined the spheres of influence of the Soviet Union and Germany in
Central and Eastern Europe. The Poles fought simultaneously on two fronts, against two
world military powers in a desperate heroic battle. Many Jews served in the Polish army
in various positions. On 17 September, after the Soviet attack, Polish state authorities
crossed the Polish-Romanian border. Thousands of Poles eager to continue the fight for
freedom used the same route to flee to Romania and Hungary. In the occupied Poland,
the Germans and the Soviets imposed a reign of terror on the civilian population. In the
German-occupied territories, the Jews suffered from extremely oppresive regulations

targetedspecificallyatthem,and which were quickly escalated. The Poles quicklyembarked
on building the Polish Underground State encompassing the undercover structures of
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The Chairman of the Council of People’s Commissars of the Soviet Union and Soviet Minister
of Foreign Affairs signing the German-Soviet non-aggression pact (known as the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact), Moscow, 23 August 1939 (Photo: AIPN)
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Internment camp for Polish soldiers in Targu-Jiu in Romania, 1940 (Photo: Stanistaw Sarek, Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Warsaw in September 1939 (Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Schleswig-Holstein, a German battleship, shelling Polish positions at Westerplatte in
Gdansk, 1939 (Photo: AIPN)
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The purpose of German repressions in occupied Poland was the enslavement, exploitation and extermination
of the citizens of the Second Polish Republic, including Polish Jews, in labour camps, concentration camps,
and, finally, in death camps, the latter being intended for the extermination of Jews. Those Poles who would
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escape extermination were to be deported to the East as slaves. In this part of Europe, as opposed to occupied " N1 ,j707'2NV0 NINNA NNYI'IRA 791 NN, 1939 11n0dD0] 17-2 ]'Iﬂg 1A
Western Europe, any aid offered to Jews was punishable by death. Collective responsibility for such deeds - NI 1940 7719N21 12-1 .j707"11j71 21201'"2 NIANNA ,N2{701N2 Nj71'VIA INI0N
meant even the murdering of whole families. (770N N'7N1 :017'X) NX¥12 NIN DI PONj77 12VIN

Baruch Steinberg was the Chief Rabbi of the Polish Army. After the Soviet aggression against Poland

on 17 September 1939, he was taken prisoner. He was detained in the camp in Starobilsk, the Butyrki
least 315,000 Polish citizens were sent there in the years 1940-1941. Each individual tragedy started with a prison in Moscow, the camps in Juchnéw and Kozielsk. On 12 April 1940, he was transported to Katyn

several-week-long railroad journey in cattle cars, often in the extreme cold of winter or the scorching heat of and murdered there (Photo: public domain)
summer. Many children, along with the sick and the elderly, died on the way. Exposed to extreme weather

The cruel form of mass repression the Soviets resorted to was deportation to remote areas of the USSR. At

conditions, many of the deportees were worked to death in the forests and mines.

Polish officers and policemen interned by the Soviets in 1939 were transported to special NKVD camps in
Kozelsk, Starobelsk, and Ostashkov, and subsequently killed upon the order of 5 March 1940, issued by the
highest Soviet authorities. Over 7,000 prisoners, including hundreds of Jews, who had been arrested and
incarcerated by the NKVD after the Soviet attack on Poland in September 1939, also fell victim to this crime.
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A group of women at work clear-felling a forest near Sverdlovsk in the USSR, 22 November 1940
(Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation, courtesy of Halina Karny)

INNY DN2N{7 7¥ D370 T'7 - NINVINND NMA7 2IW0I71N IW1DY - 01719 &
,N7AVIIN' 07021010 A'OITE ZNTO ', 7NTO N'71 :78Nwn .Ni71a

DN Nj7 :017'Y) 1942 ,n'N1i7n N'OD7NINIDN N'OMAI0N Nj7' 721970
(j7NTO ' 1 7V 7910 ,KARTA

Polish deportees sent from Ztoczow to the USSR visiting the graves of their loved ones who had died
while in exile. Left to right: Julia Fedak, Jerzy Fedak, and Zofia Hosowska. Janushevka, Kazakh SSR,
1942 (Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation, courtesy of Jerzy Fedak)
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The German and Soviet invasions of Poland led about a wave of war refugees. The fleeing
population headed mainly to Romania and Hungary, but after the defeat of France, these
countries found themselves in the German sphere of influence, and thus a search for a safe
haven for Polish refugees began. Those most at risk of German repression found it in British-
controlled Palestine. The first transport of Polish refugees from the Balkans arrived in Haifa in
November 1940, followed by others in subsequent months. In June 1941, a transport of Polish
refugees from Cyprus arrived in Haifa. On behalf of the Polish government-in-exile, they were
looked after by the Polish consulates in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and a delegation of the Ministry
of Labour and Social Welfare. Henryk Rosmarin, a well-known Zionist activist and member of the
Second Polish Sejm, became Poland’'s Consul in Tel Avivin 1940. The newcomers were welcomed
kindly by the local population and, to their amazement, could communicate in Polish virtually
wherever they went. Among the Polish refugees in Palestine there were many representatives
of the authorities of the Second Polish Republic, including former Prime Minister Felicjan Stawoj
Sktadkowski, ministers, MPs and other high-ranking officials. Many artists and scientists also
settled there, including the well-known writer Melchior Wankowicz.
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Henryk Rosmarin was a Polish politician of Jewish descent, lawyer and member of the Polish Seym of the
1st, 2nd and 3rd term. After the outbreak of the Second World War, he got to Romania and from there

to Palestine in 1940. In the years 1941-1945, he was the Consul General of the Republic of Poland in Tel Aviv
(Photo: NAC)
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Poles in the Kfar Nahum National Park by the Sea of Galilee, Tiberias, Palestine.
December 1940 (Photo: KARTA Centre collection)
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Soldiers at the beach, Tel Aviv, July 1940 (Photo: Czestaw Dobrecki, KARTA Centre
collection)
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Olive trees and view of the city of Bethlehem, Palestine, 1940s (photo: AIPN)
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By the decision of the League of Nations, Palestine became a Mandate Territory administered
by Britain as a result of the First World War. The British mandate extended over the territory
that now includes the states of Jordan and Israel.

The years 1918-1938 saw about 100,000 Jews emigrate from Poland to Palestine. They played
an increasingly important role in the social and economic life of their new country. The Polish
government supported Jewish aspirations for their own state and emigration to Palestine. It
covertly supported the Jewish paramilitary organisations ‘Etzel’ and ‘Haganah’ by supplying
them with weapons and money, all the while hiding this fact from the British.
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The first training course for Haganah instructors, 1938 (Photo: Alamy)
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Jerusalem, Old City, Israel (Photo: Alamy)
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The planes of No. 303 Squadron RAF, UK, 1942 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum in

London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre

112NN :017'Y) 1940 'Nn N1 N7NTID 7 N'INNXVN O'NANN N2'oN 7N 8
(KARTA D0 NMj7 ' 7V {7910 ,)ITI72 770017'¥ 71220 DY 7V IN'TINNI 17190

Soldiers of the Polish Independent Hig

and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Polish armoured troops - Renault R-35 tanks of the 3rd Company of the 1st Polish Tank Battalion of
the 10th Armoured Cavalry Brigade during the campaign on the Marne in France, June 1940 (Photo
from the collection of Krzysztof Barbarski, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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In the autumn of 1939, the Polish Army, consisting of Poles who had fled the country or had
been in Western Europe at the time of the German-Soviet attack on Poland, was functioning
in allied France.

On 9 April 1940, the Third Reich invaded Denmark and Norway in order to secure supplies
of raw materials. The Polish Independent Highland Brigade formed in France fought for
Norway, demonstrating great bravery in the battle of Narvik.

On 10 May 1940, Belgium, the Netherlands, and France became the targets of German
aggression. After the Germans broke through the Allied lines on the Meuse, Somme and
Aisne rivers, they could no longer be stopped. The evacuation of Polish troops to Britain
began three days prior to the capitulation of France.

On the order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Armed Forces, General Wtadystaw
Sikorski, the Polish I Corps was formed in Great Britain. Polish air squadrons took part
in the Battle of Britain. Poles joined the fight when the world’'s biggest air battle entered
a decisive phase. The Allied forces prevailed owing to the cooperation of airmen from many
German-occupied countries. It was thanks to their sacrifice and devotion that the invasion
of Great Britain was prevented.
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hland Brigade in Norway, May 1940 (Photo: Polish Institute
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The year 1941 brought radical changes in the progress of the war. The outbreak of the I7y ViSwN 11 111 .1"Man ]']I'7U1 ﬂl_]l\!J'7 1NO10XN NIXVINN N'Mal

German-Russian War on 22 June broke the Nazi-Soviet alliance and forced the USSR to change JINVINN N2 INYNIY 0127190 O'NNTNN QXN
sides and to join the Allies. This had a bearing on the position of Polish citizens in the territory
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The Polish Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade, commanded by General Stanistaw T 1|'7'7 D'IVYNN NI VNN 1 941 VOIAIN '7w OMIYN N'NNN]
.Kopar']sk?, was sent to fight on a nevY front, némely, in North Africa. In late Au.gust 1941, .D”|7'7U'N-D”]D']2 NIND T 7Y AN N |7|_]1|U V3N NN I77n'7
it was dispatched from Egypt to Libya, besieged by the German and Italian forces,
to reinforce the fortress of Tobruk. In October, the Poles took over the longest and most I_WJI7'_]I -]I-]Nn '1VNN N1 |7I7n 7V 017190 107NYN WJIDWINJ
difficult Western defence sector. The fighting continued until December 1941, when Allied MN'Y TWND ,1941 12NNT TV NdYN1 NN'N'7N .aNANN 7v 1N
O T g 1¥NNN 710210 NN N'12N NI7V2 NN
In December 1941, with the United States entering the war, the balance of power on the N1'Y OTWN 11T ,nNNn N7N7 N'AN NINVN NO70VN 1941 7ONNVTA
front changed. The war had now expanded to nearly every corner of the world. N71vn 717 VYNdD NVWOND ANNYNN .NIN'TNY NINDN 'ON' NN
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Soldiers of the Polish Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade on the front line in the desert near
Tobruk. Libya, December 1941 (Photo: NAC)
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The destruction at Pearl Harbor after the Japanese air raid of 7 December 1941 (Photo: National
Archives and Records Administration)
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A column of Soviet prisoners of war near the fortress of Brest, 1941 (Photo: KARTA Centre Foundation,
courtesy of Stanistaw Blichiewicz)
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A group of soldiers setting up a tent in Latrun, Palestine, 1940 (Photo: Jozef Pitsudski Institute of

America)
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Two soldiers of the Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade buying vegetables from a street
vendor, Palestine, 1943 (Photo: J6zef Pitsudski Institute of America)
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During World War II, Polish Army troops were stationed in Palestine. It was there that they
were established and underwent training before participating in some of the war’s most
difficult campaigns.

Following the defeat of France in June 1940, the Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade under
the command of General Stanistaw Kopanski was evacuated to Palestine from Syria. The first
stopping point was the village of Samakh on Lake Tiberias. Shortly afterwards, the brigade
was redeployed to Latrun, received new weapons and continued training. During their stay
the soldiers established friendly relations with the local population.

Being the only combat-ready Polish land unit, the brigade was redeployed to Egypt in early October
1940, and then, starting in August 1941, fought on the Libyan front. Camp Latrun also became
home to the Officers’ Legion, which was then redeployed to Egypt, where it provided security.
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Soldiers of the Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade taking a break in Bir ‘Asluj during their journey

to a camp in Palestine, April 1942 (Photo: AIPN) General Stanistaw Kopar'\ski
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General Wtadystaw Anders (Commander of the Polish Army in the
USSR) and Col. Leopold Okulicki (Chief of Staff of the Polish Army in
the USSR), 1941-1942 (Photo: NAC)
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Polish soldiers taking a break after military exercises, Jalal-Abad,
Kyrgyzstan, USSR, February 1942 (Photo: Wiktor Ostrowski; Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA
Centre Foundation)
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In 1942, the German Army was around 150 km away from Moscow, and the front line stretched
from Leningrad in the north to Rostov-on-Don in the south. The Soviets were finding it
increasingly difficult to conceal the murder of thousands of Polish officers. The newly-formed
Polish troops lacked basic supplies. Further enlistments were suspended by the Soviet
authorities. Poles were turning into an increasingly troublesome ally for the USSR. Due to the
lack of food rations for the Polish units, talks on relocation from the USSR to Iran began. In
March 1942, the Soviet government agreed to the transfer of some Polish soldiers and civilians
remaining with the army. The decision to relocate the entire Polish Army was reached in August
and the process continued until early September 1942. The Poles were overjoyed. Often, whole
families were saved. The journey home had, however, only just begun. Civilians found shelter
on four continents, venturing as far as East Africa, India, Mexico, and New Zealand.

Nonetheless, due to the Soviet authorities' objection, many Polish citizens could not take part
in the evacuation and remained in the USSR. Some returned to Poland in the ranks of a Polish
army under full Soviet command, while others could only return many years after the war.
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A dog tag belonging to Julian Bussgang, Polish soldier of Jewish descent, from his time in the Polish II Corps.
Julian Bussgang was born in Lviv. September 1939 saw his family make their way to Romania. A few months later,
they found themselves in Palestine. After the arrival of the Polish II Corps in Palestine, Bussgang volunteered

to join its ranks. He fought in Italy, including at Monte Cassino. After the war, he studied in Italy and England. He
then left Europe for the United States in 1949 (Photo: POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews)
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Polish troops evacuated from the USSR awaiting orders, Palestine, 1940s (Photo: AIPN)
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The spring of 1942 saw the arrival in Palestine of the first Polish troops evacuated from the
Soviet Union. Among the arriving units was the Independent Carpathian Rifle Brigade. In May,
the brigade was expanded into the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division. In July 1943, the decision was
made to establish the Polish II Corps, comprising units redeployed from Irag and stationed in
Palestine. The Corps used the Galilee training grounds to prepare for the Italian campaign.

Several thousand soldiers of Jewish descent served in the Polish Army evacuated from the
USSR. While in Palestine, most left its ranks, with many joining paramilitary organisations
fighting to create a Jewish state. One of them was Menachem Begin, who would then go
on to become the Prime Minister of Israel. He was given permission to leave the Polish Army
by General Michat Tokarzewski-Karaszewicz.
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Polish schoolgirls of the Cadet Common School, Nazareth, Palestine, 1946 (Photo: Collection of Alina Inez
Ztotogorska, photo courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)

11D INj71N AN 7N2 .NI722 12719 12'N7 21N D1N7 N29n 7R YIN
D11 N2'VN L' TIO 190 N2 0'771DN 0”719 190 'N1 190N 1940-2
.D"ID'NI OYTIO 190 'M2A 0OV NII719 NI1Q7 17N D710 01D 'V .)ID'N
N72¥UN70"VTN 0017 NN20N2 NI NN NNI12 N70EN N1NIN,1D IND

.07Vl 2'AN 712 NNl

N1 NIQTINNN .0'W17 1TV NIN'Y7 'TINY7 127N 071N N1l NN
NAVIN 7RI YINT .N721N1 MO0 NIN'Y NN20N2 NPDIN 117190 NANN
17NN INN'NNY O'T7' 02 IN21 DNAY ("D'7N1I") DN'VX7 190 'M1 02

JUXVINN N'MAa ODNINY

Palestine became an important centre of Polish education in exile. A Polish school complex
consisting of a primary and secondary school, as well as a high school, was established in Tel Aviv
as early as 1940. A Polish Girls' Centre along with primary and secondary schools was established

in Ain Karem. University education was also made available as part of Higher Education Courses
in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem.

Women's Auxiliary Service Training Centres were established in Rehovoth and Gedera. Female
volunteers of the Polish Army were trained in sanitary and transport services. Cadet schools,
attended also by children orphaned during their stay in the Soviet Union, were moved to Palestine.
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A student of the Cadet Common School receiving a meal in the canteen at the Palestine camp, 1942
(Photo: AIPN)
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Polish school, Palestine, 1943 (Photo: Menachem Begin Heritage Center)
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During the war, Polish social and cultural life flourished in Palestine. This included the
publishing of magazines, military (e.qg., ‘Tygodnik Armii Polskiej na Wschodzie’, ‘Nasze Drogy’,
‘Ochotniczka’) and civilian (e.qg., ‘Odrodzenie’, ‘Biuletyn Wolnej Polski’, ‘Gazeta Polska’) alike.
The printing houses of Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Haifa published Polish literature, textbooks
and guides on the Middle East. Theatres gave performances, too. A Drama Theatre operated
near Tel Aviv and saw as many as 25,000 spectators attend a performance based on Dom
otwarty, a play by Michat Batucki. The performances were watched not only by Poles but also
by Jews from Poland. Some Polish artists continued their work in Palestine. Polish painters
Krystyna Domanska, Alicja Drweska and Anna Zaleska exhibited their artworks at Jerusalem’s
Cabinet of Arte. Hanka Ordonowna’s performances were highly popular as well.
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Polish troops in Palestine, 1942-1944 (Photo: AIPN)
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Soldiers of the Polish II Corps at the Franciscan Chapel in Jerusalem. The chapels at the 3rd and
4th station of Via Dolorosa were renovated thanks to the efforts of Polish soldiers. Lieutenant
Tadeusz Adam Zielinski was the author of the sculptures, Jerusalem, 1943 (Photo: The Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum, London; courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Menachem Begin (front row, first from the left-hand side) wearing the uniform of the Polish Army in
the East, next to his wife Aliza, Palestine, December 1942 (Photo: National Photo Collection of Israel)
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Menachem Begin (born 16 August 1913 in Brest, died 9 March 1992 in Tel Aviv) came from
a traditional Jewish family. In 1935, he graduated from the University of Warsaw with a law
degree. In 1939, he became the leader of Poland’s Beitar - a Zionist-revisionist youth
organisation whose goal was to establish the state of Israel. After the German invasion
of Poland in September 1939, he escaped to Wilno. On 3 August 1940, he was arrested by
the NKVD and imprisoned at the Lukiskés Prison, where he was sentenced to eight years
in a Siberian labour camp. Pursuant to the Sikorski-Majski Agreement, he joined the Polish
Army in the USSR and, together with Polish soldiers, was evacuated to Iran in 1942. By
the time he arrived in Palestine, he was a corporal cadet. After receiving permission to be
discharged from the army, he became involved in the struggle for the establishment of
Israel. The independent state of Israel came into being on 14 May 1948.

Begin, himself a charismatic leader, headed the Israeli government between 1977 and 1983.
He would go down in history (along with Egyptian President Anwar Sadat) as the negotiator
of the Egypt-Israel peace treaty of 1979. Both leaders were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
for bringing about the signing of the treaty.
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Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and US presidential advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski playing chess,
Camp David, 1978 (photo: Alamy)
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US President Jimmy Carter, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin
at the signing of Camp David Accords, 6 September 1978, Maryland, USA (photo: Glasshouse / BE&W)
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Polish Army soldiers in Nazareth, 1943 (Photo: Menachem Begin Heritage Center)
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Trails of Hope of Polish civilians and the Polish Army in the Middle East in 1942-1945
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Polish Army soldiers unloading cargo at a camp in Palestine, 1943 (Photo: AIPN)
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The decision to separate the Polish II Corps from the structures of the Polish Army in the East
was made in June 1943 during a visit of the CINC Sikorski to the Middle East. The units were
reorganised and trained in the territory of Palestine. The soldiers of the Polish II Corps fought
in the Italian Campaign. Starting in early 1944, the Allied troops tried to break through the line
of strongly fortified German positions. The road to Rome led through the mountain passes of
the narrowest neck of the Italian Peninsula. The American, British, French, New Zealand, and
Indian forces had made many attempts to break through, but it was the Poles who succeeded
in overcoming the fierce German opposition and who captured Monte Cassino in May 1944,

The Polish troops went on to fight at Piedimonte San Germano, and later along the Adriatic
coast, where they liberated Ancona on 18 July 1944. The combat trail of the Anders Army ended
with the liberation of Bologna on 21 April 1945.
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Italians welcoming the soldiers of the Polish II Corps. Standing in the car second from the left is
General Klemens Rudnicki, Bologna, Italy, 21 April 1945 (Photo: Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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FROM NORMANDY TO WILHELMSHAVEN
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The 1st Polish Armoured Division was formed in the United Kingdom on 25 February
1942, and its command was given to General Stanistaw Maczek. The division shed a great
deal of blood near Falaise in Normandy and then blocked the German escape route from
the Chambois pocket, again at the cost of heavy losses. The Allied commanders were
convinced it needed to be withdrawn from active fighting. Nevertheless, replenished, it
participated in a daring pursuit of the enemy, liberating cities in France, Belgium, and the
Netherlands. The slogan ‘Priority for Poles’ became known to all Allied soldiers. While
capturing Ypres, General Maczek forbade the use of artillery fire in cities, saving the lives
and property of Belgian and Dutch civilians. The burden of the fight was transferred
to the riflemen, who cleared the territory of enemy units. The locals have fond memories
of General Maczek’s decision. In 1945, after the bloody campaign in the Netherlands, the
1st Polish Armoured Division entered Germany, ending its combat trail in Wilhelmshaven.
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General Stanistaw Maczek, commander of the 1st Armoured Division (left, speaking into a laryngophone),
in a Cromwell VII tank of the Staff Squadron. Captain Tadeusz Wysocki on the right (Photo: NAC)
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The 1st (Polish) Independent Parachute Brigade was formed in the UK in October 1941 to fight in Poland.

It played a major role in the largest airborne operation in history, fighting near Arnhem in occupied
Netherlands in September 1944 (Photo: NAC)
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Allied infantry troops land on Omaha Beach. The Polish Air Force, the Polish Navy, and the Polish
Merchant Navy participated in the operation, 6 June 1944 (Photo: National Archives and Records
Administration)
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The tragic death of General Wtadystaw Sikorski in a plane crash in Gibraltar in July 1943
weakened the position of the Polish Governmentin London. With his position strengthened after
the Battle of Stalingrad, Joseph Stalin began to form the structures of a future communist
Polish state, fully dependent on the USSR. In February 1945, the soldiers of the Polish Armed
Forces learnt of the resolutions of the Yalta Conference, which placed Poland in the Soviet
sphere of influence, forcing it to forfeit Kresy, its eastern territories, to the Soviet Union, and
stripping the legal government-in-exile of all authority. The news led to a crisis in Polish-British

relations but the Polish troops went on fighting the war until Germany surrendered. Despite
great and numerous successes on the Second World War fronts, heroism and sacrifice, the

soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces did not participate in the 8 June 1946 victory parade in SiE
London. The British government had not invited them, fearing a negative reaction from the : N'J0N] N7UNN WN DY 78NYN 13N .1945 Nniva nU7N' TV B

communist-controlled government in Warsaw. =?:ﬁ O71' NIXVINN N2 2NN, 07170 1IN7T)'772719 2"NN N'w1,7'N1'Y (100D
| (7750 N'7N1 :017'Y) 1700

The Yalta Conference in 1945. Sitting, left to right, are British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, US
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and Soviet leader Joseph Stalin (Photo: public domain)
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Former soldiers of the 2nd Warsaw Armoured Division are leaving the Polish Repatriation Camp in Ayr.
They have just been discharged, and one of them is already wearing civilian clothes (Photo: NAC)

(Alamy :0I7'¥) 1946 112 8 117217 ,]INN'IN NN 7217 TUNN 42

The London Victory Parade, 8 June 1946 (Photo: Alamy)
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In the spring of 1946, the British informed Polish commanding officers that the military
would have to be disbanded - and got the demobilisation underway despite the protests
of the government-in-exile. The Polish Resettlement Corps was set up, with the task of
preparing the soldiers for civilian life. The symbolic date marking the end of the Polish
Armed Forces was 10 July 1947, when the banners were deposited in the Sikorski Institute
in London. In September 1946, the government of communist Poland wrongfully stripped
over 70 officers, including generals Anders, Maczek, and Kopanski, of their Polish
citizenship.

The soldiers, having quite recently proved their courage onthe battlefield, faced adilemma:
they could return to their country, ruled by communists, or stay. In Poland, they would be
watched and persecuted. Some decided to remain abroad, where they made their homes
and started families. They found a safe harbour, yet they would always miss their country.
Only a handful lived to see a free and independent Poland.
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The gate to the Military Repatriation Camp for former soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces,
Gdansk, 1947 (Photo: NAQ)
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Soldiers of the Polish Armed Forces aboard a ship, returning to Poland, 1946 (Photo from the
collection of Marcin Rudzinski;: KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Depositing the banners of the Polish Armed Forces at the Sikorski Institute (Photo: Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum in London, courtesy of the KARTA Centre Foundation)
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Poles on battlefronts of WWII
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combat trail of General Maczek’s 1st Armoured Division (1944-1945) destinations of Polish troops in 1939
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the greatest extent of the Axis Occupation relocation and combat trail of General Anders’ Polish Army
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# - hr et areas controlled by the Allies in late 1942 combat trail of the Polish Independent Highland Brigade (1940)
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>~ [ i:! neutral states combat trail of General Maczek’s 10th Armoured Cavalry Brigade (1940)
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Union of Soviet Socialist Republics combat trail of the Polish Independent Carpathian Brigade (1940-1942)
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‘Trails of Hope' is the story of the mass odyssey of Polish citizens during the
Second World War. These journeys - both military and civilian - resulted

from the efforts of the legal authorities of the Republic of Poland to restore 1947-1945 ,NI5N YV T'7 NNl 7w nMwn 1IMwn N 7N 4
Poland’s freedom and sovereignty. (NAC - 702N 'NINTN 1I'D>INN :01I7'N)

A soldier of the 2nd Warsaw Armoured Division by an apple tree, 1945-47 (Photo: NAC)
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ca. 315,000 deported into the USSR in four big deportation waves, including ca. 95,000 Jews
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N'NNNVRA 7N W NI TN g 78,631 servicemen and 37,912 civilians - Polish citizens,
s among them 7,000 people of Jewish descent, evacuated with
ca. 3,000 Jews remained in Palestine, Anders’ Army by 25 August 1942
and took part in the creation of the B s O
independent state of Israel
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Soldiers of the 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division hoist the Polish flag on top of Torre di Asinelli,
Bologna, 1945 (Photo: NAC)
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Trails of Hope
The 0Odyssey of Freedom
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Exhibition prepared by the Institute of National Remembrance -
Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the Polish
Nation as part of the “Trails of Hope. The Odyssey of Freedom”
international project.

The original photographs used in the exhibition have been colourised.
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS, VISIT:

szlakinadzieli.ipn.gov.pl/sne

Save the memory of Polish heroes! If you are in possession of related photographs,
documents or decorations, please donate them to the Archive Full of Remembrance.
For more details, visit: WWW.ARCHIWUMPAMIECI.PL

Listen to the accounts of witnesses who remember the Battle of Monte Cassino
and went down the “trails of hope”: WWW.OPOWIEDZIANE.PL
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