
23 October, 2014

9.00–9.30 – Welcome coffee

9.30–10.00 – Opening of the conference

10.00–12.00 – Session I – Successes

Chair: Prof. Idesbald Goddeeris (University of Leuven, Belgium)

•  Prof. Mark Kramer (Harvard University, USA) – Soviet foreign intelligence  
tradecraft and operation, 1941–1991: what have we learned?

•  Prof. Andrzej Paczkowski (Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy  
of Science, Poland) – Fifteen years of research into Polish intelligence:  
personal experience, major trends and first conclusions

•  Dr. Gordan Akrap (University of Zagreb, Croatia) – Security and intelligence 
services in totalitarian states: case of Yugoslavia

•  Prof. Shlomo Shpiro (Bar-Ilan University, Israel) – Between eupforia and security 
realism: Post Cold War intelligence research 

•  Discussion

12.00–13.30 – Lunch break



13.30–15.30 – Session II – Failure

Chair: Sir Rodric Braithwaite (United Kingdom)

•  Prof. Idesbald Goddeeris (University of Leuven, Belgium)  
– The Polish rezydentura in Brussels: a prime example of amateurism

•  Dr Władysław Bułhak (Institute of National Remembrance, Poland)  
– The fabricator from Zagreb. “Alessandro” and the case of fake transcripts  
of political discussions of Paul VI

•  Dr Bernd Schaefer (Woodrow Wilson International Center, USA) – “RYAN”:  
the Soviet warning system before a “surprise nuclear missile attack” in the 1980s

•  Dr Petre Opriş (C.S. Nicolăescu-Plopşor Institute for Studies  
in Social Sciences and Humanities, Romania) – “Unexpected”  
challenges for intelligence officers of Romania in the United States, France, 
Turkey and Italy (1960–1964)

•  Discussion

15.30–16.00 – Coffee break

16.00–18.00 –  Session III – The East European intelligence and security  
services: the European experience (panel discussion) 

Chair:  Associate Prof. Thomas Wegener Friis (University of Southern Denmark, 
Denmark)

•  Prof. Antonio Diaz (University of Cadiz, Spain)
•  Dr Anna Kaminsky (Federal Foundation for the Study of Communist  

Dictatorship, Germany)
•  Dr Łukasz Kamiński (Institute of National Remembrance, Poland) 
•  Anders B. Werp (Parliament of Norway)



 24 October, 2014

9.00–11.00 – Session IV – 1989

Chair:  Associate Prof. Svend Gottschalk Rasmussen  
(University of Southern Denmark, Denmark)

•  Daniel Belousek (Ministry of Defence, Czech Republic)  
– In the shadow of the Velvet Revolution – shredding of operative files within  
the Czechoslovak Ministry of Interior after 17 November 1989

• Prof. Nadia Boyadjieva (University of Plodviv “Paisii Hilendarski”, Bulgaria)  
– Todor Zhivkov’s regime, civil movements, and the state security organs  
in Bulgaria in the late 1980s 
•  Przemysław Gasztold-Seń (Institute of National Remembrance,  

Poland) – “Brotherly” concerns. The Soviet bloc countries’ official  
and secret pressure on Polish intelligence services in 1980s

•  Prof. Wanda Jarząbek (Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy  
of Science, Poland) – Something old, something new: Polish Communist  
intelligence during the German reunification

•  Discussion

11.00–11.30 – Coffee break

11.30–13.30 – Session V – Western intelligence

Chair: Ineke Deserno (North Atlantic Treaty Organization – NATO, Belgium)

•  Michael Fredholm (Stockholm International Program for Central Asian Studies, 
Sweden) – Trust, but verify: the verification role of signals intelligence.  
Then for decision-makers, now for historians

•  Miriam Matejova (University of British Columbia, Canada) / Don Muton  
(Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan) – Intelligence from Southeast Asia  
and its impact on the Cold War: the allies and the superpowers

•  Prof. Jacek Tebinka (Gdańsk University, Poland) – British intelligence  
and the Polish revolution 1980–1982

•  Jakub Szumski (Institute of History, Polish Academy of Science, Poland)  
– “An atmosphere of constant doubt and disbelief”. Polish intelligence  
facing western digital revolution

•  Discussion



13.30–15.00 – Lunch break

15.00–17.00 – Session VI – Culture

Chair:  Dr Krzysztof Persak (Institute of National Remembrance/ 
/Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy of Science, Poland)

•  Dr Franciszek Dąbrowski (Institute of National Remembrance, Poland)  
– The system of electronic intelligence information processing of the  
1st Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the People’s Republic  
of Poland. The impact of the technological progress and the change  
of information exchange culture

•  Dr Patryk Pleskot (Institute of National Remembrance, Poland) – Dangerous 
foundation. Australian-Polish Polcul Foundation and the secret services  
of communist Poland (1980–1984)

•  Dr Douglas Selvage (Office of the Federal Commissioner for the Stasi Archives, 
Germany) – The limits of repression: the East German Ministry for State  
Security, relative economic decline and the East’s opening  
to the West, 1972–1989

•  Mihaela Toader (Institute for Investigation of Communist Crimes  
and the Memory of Romanian Exile, Romania) – The Romanian Library  
of Freiburg: advanced outpost of the Romanian culture in the West  
in attention of the foreign intelligence services

•  Prof. Joanna Wojdon (University of Wrocław, Poland) – Polish American cultural 
activities from the perspective of the secret services of the Comunist Poland

•  Discussion 

17.00–17.15 – Conclusion of the conference 

CALL FOR PAPERS
International Conference

The work of intelligence agencies is an integrated part in both domestic and foreign policy. Governments want to keep their eyes 
on possible threats and security risks. The aim is in general to foresee threats to the political system and the states’ sovereignty, or 
to obtain advantages in dealing with opponent or foreign powers. In any case, a states’ perception – or image – of its enemy is vital 
to how well the state or its organizations are able to benefit from collected intelligence. Fundamental ideological bias or group 
thinking may divert resources into false directions, making imagined enemies appear almighty or enable actual security threats to 
slip under the radar.

 The image of the enemy also plays an important part in the battle for hearts and minds. Enemy spies or illegal networks in a given 
state are portrayed as villains and their goals as illegitimate. In contrast, the domestic services are portrayed as having only noble 
goals and as either credible or at least merely a deterrent. The means are a variety of media strategies, intelligence professionals 
appearing in the public, writing memoirs or even producing popular culture like movies, novels or cartoons. In the end the image 
of the enemy may determine the degree of cooperation in the population and thus in the end the security of a nation.

 The image of the enemy is furthermore a tool for intelligence practitioners in their operative work. Elaborate psychiatric profiles 
and preparation are key elements in recruiting sources in a hostile environment. Thus, knowing one opponent is also a matter of 
operative psychology. Using human sources to one’s own end – with the risk of disclosure, severe punishment and in some cases 
death – also raises ethical dilemmas and the fundament morals issues of the intelligence business.

 The discussion about the image of the enemy hereby connects to a broad variety of complex issues with relation to intelligence 
matters. The conference “Need to Know III” will focus on the following questions:

 How do the enemy operations influence the intelligence agencies, their structures, methods and goals?
 How does intelligence organization internally use the image of the enemy to create an esprit de corps?
 How does bias influence analytical and operative judgment?
 How does multinational cooperation influence these images?
 How do intelligence services present themselves and their enemies in the public?
 How is the public image shaped by popular culture?

 The conference will primarily deal with cases and discussions from the Cold War and Post-Cold War era.

The conference is organized by the Institute of National Remembrance – Commission for the Prosecution of Crimes against the 
Polish Nation, the University of Gotland after July 1 part of Uppsala University (Sweden), the Center for Cold War Studies of the 
University of Southern Denmark and the Baltic Intelligence and Security Studies Association.

The language of the conference will be English.

 All those interested are encouraged to participate – both as presenters and as auditors. The conference organizers will cover the 
accommodation, meals, and travel expenses for the presenters.

Conference participation is free of charge.

The deadline for conference paper proposals (to be submitted on the attached form) is April 30, 2013. Please enclose, along with 
the proposal, an abstract of your paper of 500–700 words in English, and copy of one published academic text (no less than 5000-
6000 words with footnotes) or a link to it, if it is available on-line. The text can be available in English, German, Russian, Polish, 
Czech, Slovak, Danish, Spanish, Italian, Swedish, Norwegian and French. The conference program will be made available by the 
end of May 2013.

Submissions should be sent to: anna.piekarska@ipn.gov.pl  
or:

Anna Piekarska
Instytut Pamięci Narodowej

Biuro Edukacji Publicznej
ul. Towarowa 28, 00-839 Warszawa

POLAND
“Konferencja 2013”

fax: +48.22.431.83.80

For additional information please contact: anna.piekarska@ipn.gov.pl ORGANIZERS:

PARTNERS:


